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EC Enlargement Talks; Spain Seeks Compromise 
AU?112195293 Paris AFP in English 1936 GMT 
2] Dec 93 


[Text] Brussels, Dec 21 (AFP)}—Spain said here Tuesday 
[21 December] that it did not want to block the applica- 
tions of Sweden, Finland, Norway and Austria to join 
the European Community, despite a quarrel over the 
European Community's single currency project. 


Spanish European Affairs Minister Carlos Westendorp 
indicated that Madrid might be ready to drop its protest 
over the membership terms of the four countries, in 
exchange for a change in EC \oting rules. 


Speaking to journalists, he said the dispute could be 
settled “in a few weeks” if the European Community 
agreed to maintain the relative influence of its large 
countries when the four smaller newcomers join the 
Community. 


Westendorp threw a spanner into the enlargement nego- 
tiations Monday when he complained that the four 
candidate countries, being relatively wealthy, would 
upset the economic balance of the European Commu- 
nity. 


He said they could make it more difficult for countries 
such as Spain to qualify for membership of a single 
currency bloc which is scheduled to be in place by 1999. 


As a result of the Spanish protest, the four candidate 
countries were prevented here Tuesday from formally 
accepting the European Community's single currency 
programme—a central element of the Maastricht Union 
Treaty. 


The dispute could disrupt efforts to finish the enlarge- 
ment negotiations by next March | so that the four 
countries can join the European Community on schedule 
on January |, 1995. 


Westendorp was particularly worried about the Treaty’s 
inflation criteria for membership of the single currency 
bloc. 


Members qualify to join the bloc only if their annual 
inflation rates are no more than 1.5 percent higher than 
the average rates of the three EC countries with lowest 
inflation. 

The Spanish minister argued that the four newcomers, 
having relatively low inflation, would therefore pull 
down the target inflation rate and make it harder for 
countries such as Spain to qualify. 


On Monday he proposed a watering-down of their influ- 


ence in deciding when the single currency bloc would be 
established and which countries were eligible to join. 


The four applicant countries flatly rejected the proposal 
during enlargement negotiations Tuesday. “All EC mem- 
bers should be treated on an equal basis,”’ said Swedish 
European Affairs Minister Ulf Dinkelspiel. 
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But Westendorp told the four countries that he was 
looking for a compromise. Afterwards, he said Spain 
might drop its monetary objections in exchange for a 
change in the European Community's system of 
weighted majority. 


Under current rules, two large countries and a small one 
can block EC decisions subject to majority voting. 


Membership of the four smaller countries would upset 
this system, meaning that Spain and Britain, for 
example, could no longer block decisions. Spain, backed 
by Britain, wants the current balance restored after 


enlargement. 


Sweden, Austria Report ‘Breakthrough’ 
AU2112155893 Paris AFP in English 1530 GMT 
21 Dec 93 


[By Graham Brown] 


[Text] Brussels, Dec 21 (AFP)}—Sweden and Austria 
reported a breakthrough here Tuesday [21 December] in 
their negotiations to join the European Community 
along with Norway and Finland on January |, 1995. 
They said the four countries had won the right to 
maintain high environmental and health standards 
which exceed the E.C.'s harmonised single market rules. 
Swedish European Affairs Minister Ulf Dinkelspiel said: 
“This is a major breakthrough.” 


The term was also used by Austrian Foreign Minister 
Alois Mock to describe the enlargement negotiations 
which must be finalised by March | next year if the four 
applicants are to join the E.C. as scheduled by the 1995 
target date. 


Tuesday's negotiations between E.C. foreign ministers 
and their counterparts from the four applicant countries 
did not touch on agricultural subsidies—the most con- 
troversial unresolved issue. 


Norway, Finland and Austria are all insisting on 
retaining their high levels of protection for fragile 
Alpine, Arctic and sub-Arctic farms, which are far higher 
than the maximum levels permitted by the E.C. But 
Mock said he believed this problem could be overcome 
by the target date of March |. 


E.C. officials said the candidate countries had been given 
a four-year period—until 1999—to maintain their high 
environmental standards after joining the E.C. Over that 
period the E.C. will try to raise its own standards to 
match those of the newcomers. 


The decision applies to such issues as automobile emis- 
sions, lead-free petrol, product health labels, waste dis- 
posal and restrictions on toxic substances. 


The E.C. had earlier objected that excessively strict 
“green” regulations could hinder the free flow of prod- 
ucts around the enlarged Community. But the four 
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countries all replied that their electorates would not 
tolerate a lowering of environmental standards as the 
price of joining the E.C. 


Pressed on whether Sweden and the other three countries 
might have to lower their standards after 1999, the 
Swedish minister said: “There is no reason whatsoever 
to believe that there will be any lowering of standards.” 


In another concession, the E.C. also gave Swedes an 
exemption from a Community health law that bans wet 
snuff or “snus”—a tobacco derivative. And Sweden will 
be allowed to continue selling snus to Norwegians. 
Dinkelspiel called this a “Christmas present” from E.C. 
negotiators, which overcame emotional Swedish resis- 
tance to any ban on wet snuff. 


Sweden will also be allowed to maintain a state 
monopoly on retail selling of alcohol, but not on liquor 
imports or wholesaling. The monopoly, an attempt to 
limit alcohol use, contravenes E.C. free trade regula- 
tions. 


Diplomats said the four candidate countries had uncon- 
ditionally accepted most of the E.C.’s Maastricht Union 
Treaty, which came into force on November 1. 


It provides for common foreign and security policies, 
economic integration leading to a single currency, and 
cooperation in immigration and justice affairs. 


However, there was no final accord on the single cur- 
rency issue because of a Spanish threat on Monday to 
hold up the enlargement negotiations on the grounds 
that the four candidate countries, being relatively 
wealthy, would upset the economic balance in the E.C. 


Spanish European Affairs Minister Carlos Westendorp 
had said enlargement would make it more difficult for 
Spain to qualify for a single currency bloc by 1999. But 
Mock said this was just an “internal problem” of the 
E.C. 


And Dinkelspiel warned that the four candidate cown- 
tries would not accept any special rules to reduce their 
influence in the process to decide when the single cur- 
rency bloc would be established and which countries 
were eligible to join. 


EU Scraps ‘Loyalty Declaration’ 
PM2112133093 Helsinki HUFVUDSTADSBLADET in 
Swedish 18 Dec 93 p 3 


{Unattributed report: “EU Withdrew Demand”] 


[Text] Yesterday the EU [European Union] withdrew its 
demand for a “declaration of loyalty” in the field of 
foreign and security policy from its applicant ~ations— 
Finland, Sweden, Norway, and Austria. 


After strong protests chiefly from Finland and Sweden, 
the EU's new draft agreement no longer contains the 
formulation that the applicants accept both “existing 
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and potential rights and obligations” within the frame- 
work of the EU's commoa system of rules in the field of 
foreign and security policy. 


It was the word, “potential,” which was considered to be 
unacceptable since it could be taken to mean that the 
applicant nations would approve in advance decisions 
which the EU will not make unti) some time in he future. 


In Helsinki and Stockholm, negotiators said yesterday 
that a toned-down formulation will be put forward by 
Monday at the latest. This means that the foreign and 
security policy chapter of the membership negotiations 
can be rounded off at the meeting of ministers on 
Tuesday [21 December]. 


Austria’s problems with foreign and security policy in 
the membership negotiations remain more difficu't to 
solve since the EU refuses to accept the Austrian consti- 
tution’s clauses about permanent neutrality. As long as 
this paragraph remains, Austria has no possibility of 
participating in the foreign and security policy coopera- 
tion which the EU wants to build. 


Finnish politicians have always made it clear that Fin- 
land supports the EU's ambitions in the field of security 
policy. According to Foreign Minister Heikki Haavisto, 
Finland accepts the terms contained in the Maastricht 
Treaty relating to a common foreign and security policy 
and looks forward to making an active contribution to its 
implementation. 


Austria's Mock Summarizes Brussels 
Negotiations 


AU2212103693 Vienna ORF Television Network in 
German 2105 GMT 21 Dec 93 


[Interview with Foreign Minister Alois Mock by Robert 
Hochner in Vienna—live] 


{ Text] |Hochner] | now welcome Foreign Minister Mock, 
who has just returned from Brussels. Good evening, Mr. 
Minister. 


[Mock] Good evening. 


[Hochner] There ts one issue that was negotiated in 
Brussels today ‘that I did not mention before; | admit it 
was my fault. This issue is the Social Charter. What is the 
significance of the agreement on the Social Charter for 
Austria's social policy? 


[Mock] Let me give a general overview before | discuss 
individual issues. First, there is the environmental pro- 
tection package, then there is the field of the so-called 
Maastricht chapters—that is, common monctary and 
economic policy, common foreign and security po icy, 
and the neutrality law will remain in force, and the 
struggle against organized crime and drugs through coop- 
eration m the judiciary and internal affairs fields—and 
then there 1s the ficld you have just added, namely that it 
is very important for Austria that our higher social 
standards are also accepted. This has been accepted in a 
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special declaration. This means that for us economic 
policy cooperation is possible only with the inclusion of 
social arrangements, in particular the safeguarding of 
jobs. 


{Hochner] Environment Minister Rauch-Kallat said 
that, as a member of the European Union [EU], we 
would then have four years to convince the EU that our 
higher environmental standards are the right ones, that 
the EU must catch up with us. If it does not do that, what 
legal possibilities do we then have—after all, we will be a 
member by then—to safeguard our higher environ- 
mental standards after these four years” 


[Mock] Mr. Hochner, you said quite nmghtly that the EU 
is not only examining whether it will accept our stan- 
dards but that we must move toward the higher stan- 
dards—that is, our standards—together. This is the first 
time that the European Community 1s orienting them- 
selves toward would-be canu dates and not the other way 
round. If the adjustment is not made within four years, 
there is a network, a special procedure in line with 
Article 100a-4, that will ensure that consultations are 
held on how this goal can be achieved after all. It 1s not 
the case that the goal will cease to exist after four years, 
but there will be a joint procedure to examine why this 
has not been achieved so far and how it can be ensured. 
It continues in a second stage, so to speak. 


{[Hochner] You mentioned neutrality policy—and this 1s 
not a question that has been set down in writing but 1s, 
rather, determined by the political climate. Has the EU 
also accepted our neutrality as regards its contents or 
does it say: We have to accept your neutrality now 
because otherwise the Austrians will not accept member- 
ship in the referendum and the issue will be discussed in 
a couple of years? 


[Mock] The situation is completely clear. We have 
always said that we are willing to take over the contents 
of the Maastricht Treaty. that means, the establishment 
of a common security and foreign policy. Today our 
position has also made it absolutely clear that Austria's 
neutrality law continues to exist—-without any deduc- 
tions. 


[Hochner] This means there are no hidden demands, but 
things remain as agreed as long as we ourscives say that 
we want to be neutral? We can define our neutrality 
policy as we like? 


[Mock] Of course, we must not be malicious. | mean, | 
can put in some secrets. After all, as a result of the many 
statements over the past two or three years, it 1s known 
how Austria understands its neutrality. Parliament has 
also adopted a clear position on this matter. This hus 
been respected today. All the pessimistic claims that 
neutrality must be abolished as a law, a constitutional 
law, because of common foreig~ and security policy.... 
[pauses] No, the neutrality law remains fully in exist- 
ence. 
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{Hochner] Yesterday, when they heard that the EU 
imposed penal duties on General Motors and Grundig— 
the Grundig case seems to have been settled in the 
meantime—many people thought that this is not a 
community with which we are negotiating for member- 
ship, but this is a hostile economic policy bloc. Does one 
hand in Brussels not know what the other one is doing? 


[Mock] There 1s competition. There 1s also competition 
between the companies and there were excessive subsi- 
dies. This has now been recognized and two-thirds of the 
subsidies were paid back, as demanded. By taiking to 
Karel van Miert, a member of the EC Commission, 
Economics Minister Schuessel maije sure that the so- 
called penal duties never come into effect. Of course, if 
we were a member, something like that would not exist 
at all. If you are outside, you have a certain political 
disadvantage as regards the interpretation of how exces- 
sive subsidies are. 


{Hochner] If you summarize the course of the negotia- 
tions over the past two days, also as regards the climate, 
do you think that the EU 1s still interested—as it keeps 
claiming officially —in concluding the membership nego- 
tuations with Austria and the other three states as quickly 
as possible? 


{Mock] I do get this impression very strongly. Of course, 
this 1s no guaranice whatsoever that some tough issues 
will not come up in the future. | must add, however, that 
the fact alone that these 12 countries understand if, 
according to the chapter on monetary and economic 
policy for instance, we declare unambiguously that, 
despite the common policy, we will always reserve the 
freedom to stick to the policy of the hard schilling, shows 
that there 1s a considerable amount of goodwill among 
the 12 countries. They are, after all, a powerful bloc. 
They also have prestige and this was still no obstacle in 
environmental protection policy to follow for the first 
time someone who comes from the outside. I believe that 
this gives rise to a certain optimism for the future. Today 
1 said that a breakthrough- and I used this term for the 
first teme—has been achieved in this matter. | would say 
* dynamization of environmental protection policy in 
the European Community. Sull, January and February 
will certainly be very tough. 


[Hochner] In conclusion, a question on the strategy of 
the Austrian Government. This government negotiates 
with the goal of membership bui always with uncertainty 
about the final result of the referendum. Do you, does 
the Austrian Government have an alternative concept in 
the not likely but still possible case that the Austrians say 
no to the EU in the referendum? 


[Mock] It 1s clear thai che citizen has the last word on this 
question of whether Austria is to become a member, an 
equal member, for full participation in European mat- 
ters. If this 1s not achi ved, this does not mean that the 
world will collapse the next day. It means tha; there will 
be negative ¢Tects as far as competitiveness, for 
instance. Today we !s2 about 22 to 25 billion schillings 
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just because we are not EU members. This means, these 
25 billions are missing in income, in social policy, in 
research, or in company investments. In the course of 
time one certainly has to compensate for that with a 
much tougher policy, also a certain renunciation of 
income in order to preserve the social standard, because 
we have to cross borders. 


The Austrian, the company from Salzburg that offers for 
instance to furnish a restaurant in Freilassing [Bavaria] 
must make its offer cheaper by 3, 4, or 5 percent. This 
money does not come back from anywhere. The com- 
pany does not have that, neither for income policy for its 
employees in the carpenter's shop, nor for taxes, 
research, or persona! income. Therefore, the direction 
that I would take is evident. I believe that now it is 
important that Austria’s interests are preserved by 
joining the EU. If the citizen decides differently, one will 
try, in line with this decision, to keep the damage as 
insignificant as possible. The Swiss often say that they 
would now decide differently regarding the European 
Economic Space. 


{Hochner] Mr. Minister, thank you very much for this 
interview. 


Sweden's Bildt Pleased With Negotiations 
Breakthrough 

LD2112202393 Stockholm Radio Sweden in Swedish 
1645 GMT 21 Dec 93 


[Excerpts] A major breakthrvugh in the Swedish mem- 
bership negotiations with the EU [European Union] was 
reported today. In the case of the environment, it means 
that Sweden, as a member, 1s allowed to have its more 
stringent environmental requirements and in addition to 
that, Sweden is allowed to kp its [state] monopoly on 
spirits and snuff. Ulf Dinkelspiel, the European affairs 
and foreign trade minister, is pleased. [passage omitted] 
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[Unidentified correspondent] A number of other ques- 
tions [in addition to environment standards] were 
cleared today. Sweden will join in the EU foreign and 
security policy. We are allowed to keep free trade with 
the Baltic countries, but we must introduce import 
quotas for clothes from developirg countries. The EU is 
promising to raise its quotas so tht we can buy as much 
as before from countries like China and India. In addi- 
tion, the EU has agreed that the Systembolaget [state 
alcohol retail monopoly] is allowed to remain, in return 
the Swedish manufacturing monopoly on spirits must 
disappear. Just before the end of the meeting there was a 
Christmas present from the EU: The Swedes are allowed 
to continue to use snuff, a slightly surprised Ulf Dinkel- 


spiel says. [passage omitted] 


[Announcer] It was not very surprising that the Swedish 
prime minister was very pleased when he noted the 
Swedish successes at the negotiations. 


[Begin Bildt recording] Yes, it 1s clear that this is the best 
Christmas present we could get in the negotiations. We 
have received a crucial breakthrough and we have 
accomplished very good results in a number of the most 
centra! ourts of the negotiations. 


[Unidentified correspondent] Is there any area where it 
did not go the way you hoped for? 


[Bildt} No, actually not. There was a very great number 
of areas we tried to take to this crucial negotiation and 
we succeeded in every area. In addition, we succeeded in 
another matter, we thought the snuff would take a bit 
longer, but we managed to get it. What we did not 
manage to get ticked off was the economic and monetary 
paragraphs—there has been a vagueness within the EC in 
that—but I do not see any problems in this matter, but 
this will also be ticked off in a short while. [passage 
omitted] [end recording} 
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Russia’s Zhirinevskiy Visits Vienna 21 Dec 


AU2112192493 Vienna ORF Teletext in German 1905 
GMT 21 Dec 93 


[Excerpt] The leader of the right-wing extremist Russian 
ultra sationalists, Viadimir Zhirinovskiy, will make an 
intermediate landing in Vienna tonight. He will arrive with 
Gerhard Frey, the head of the right-wing extremist 
German People’s Union [DVU]. From Vienna, he will 
travel to Carinthia at the invitation of a former veneer 
dealer in the Lavanttal valley. The former businessman is 
allegedly an acquaintance of Zhirinovskiy’s. [passage 
omitted] 


Stresses Private Nature of Visit 


AU2112220493 Vienna ORF Television Network in 
Gevman 2100 GMT 21 Dec 93 


[Interview with Viadimir Zhirinovskiy, leader of the 
Liberal Democratic Party of Russia, by Otto Hoermann 
at Vienna's Schwechat airport on 2! December, inter- 
view in Russian with superimposed German transla- 
tion—recorded] 


[Text] [Hoermann] Viadimir Zhirinovskiy, leader of the 

Liberal Democratic Party of Russia, arrived in Vienna for 
a short stopover this evening on his way to Carinthia. He 
arrived from Munich, wearing a so-called German air- 
controller hat, as former German Chancellor Helmut 
Schmidt used to wear. Asked why he has come to Austria, 
he replied: 


[Zhirinovskiy] There are numerous Russian industrialists in 
Europe, throughout Europe. I like to meet with them. | am 
travelling to Australia; I often visit Germany—maybe | will 
be in Zurich tomorrow. One must examine the economic 
problems more carefully because this is the most important 
thing. The economy is the basis for reducing tensions and 
for settling all difficult issues. The economy is the most 
important thing. Nothing is possible withc: A it. The new 
constitution was adopted one week ago, on 12 December. 
Has anything ‘hanged because of that? No. Thus, we must 
concentrate on the economy. 


{[Hoermann] What do you think about Austria's position 
in Europe? 


[Zhirinovskiy] It is a very good position. It is a neutral 
country, and it has a good economy and a beautiful 
culture, but there are not enough contacts with Russia. 
Why are so few Russian industrialists establishing con- 
tacts with Austria? We need more cultural exchange— 
simply more contacts. 


{Hoermann] Austria would like to join the European 
Union. What is your view? 


[Zhirinovskiy] In principle, this is very good. However, 
let us jointly create a big community with Russia—or 
without us, if you like. 


[Hoermann] Does this mean ‘hat you are not agains! 
Austria's plans? 
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[Zhirinovskiy] We have dissolved the Warsaw Pact, but 
NATO continues to exist. NATO must also be dissolved. 
All foreign troops must be withdrawn. Europe must be 
shaped in the same way as Austria. Austria might 
become the capital of the whole of Europe, as a country. 
German, Russian, English, French—that is all. 


{[Hoermann] With whom are you meeting in Austria? 


[Zhirinovskiy] With our Russian industrialists. This is a 
private visit which will on!y last a few hours. | will depart 
tomorrow. 


{Hoermann] What about Austrian politicians? 


[Zhirinovskiy] I will not meet any of them. I do not know 
anybody. This is my first visit to Austria, the first in my 
life. But I know your culture very well, and I have the 
most cordial relations with Austria. 


[Hoermann] Numerous journalists were at the airport. 
Zhirinovskiy and his Russian entourage, consisting of two 
persons, held visas for Austra. Zhirimovskiy only com- 
plained that only a low-ranking official from the consulate, 
not the Russian ambassador, met him at the airport. 


Claims Russian Elections ‘Rigged’ 
AU2112220693 Paris AFP in English 2112 GMT 21 Dec 93 


[Text] Vienna, Dec 21 (AFP)—The outcome of general 
clections in Russia was “rigged.” Viadimir Zhirinovskiy, 
the leader of the Russian ultra-nationalist Liberal Dem- 
ocratic Party (LDP), said here Tuesday [21 December]. 


The LDP garnered “more than 50 percent of the votes” 
but official results only gave his party 25 percent, Zhin- 
novsky told the press at Vienna International Airport 
during a stopover. 


Zhirinovskiy arrived at Vienna-Schwechat International 
Airport on a private visit to Austria before going to 
Germany Wednesday. 


He was to travel on to Reichenfels in the southern 
Carinthia region for meetings with a longtime friend, 
retired businessman Edwin Neuwirth, and Russian busi- 
ness leaders living there. 


Zhirinovskiy arrived from Munich, southern Germary, 
in the company of the leader of the ultra-right German 
People’s Union (DVU), Gerhard Frey. 


At the beginning of October, Zhirinovskty took part in a 
rally of 5,000 militant supporters of the DVU in Passau, 
southeast Germany. 


His visit to Austria was “absolutely private” and no meet- 
ings with Austrian leaders were scheduled, he said. 


The LDP leader rejected reports that he kept close 
contacts with far-right movements in Europe, saying: “I 
am not a fascist.” 


The LDP said Tuesday in Moscow that it wanted a role 
in Russia's future government after taking about 65 of 
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the 450 seats in the Duma, the lower house. The gains by 
the ultra-nationalists have raised fears throughout the 


world if @ mascent grassroots upsurge in aggressive 
Russian nationalism. 


Denies Being Nationalist, Fascist 
AU2212084493 Vienna Oesterreich Eins Radio Network 
in German 0600 GMT 22 Dec 93 


[Report by Alfred Schwarz on visit by Viadimir Zhiri- 
novskiy to Vienna on 21 December; recorded— 
Zhirinovskiy’s statements in English as heard] 


[Text] [Schwarz] Ultranationalist Zhirinovskiy came to 
Vienna as the winner of the elections. He left no one in 
any doubt about that. If the elections had not been 
rigged, he says, he would have gained the absolute 
majority in parliament, between 50 and 70 percent. 


[Zhirinovskiy] If without [word indistinct] l have been now 
all parliament for my party. Sixty percent, 70 percent. But 
really, 50, more than 50 voters of Russian population for my 
party. 


[Schwarz] Otherwise, Zhirinovskiy uses only very mo‘erate 
words in Vienna. He is not a nationalist or a fascist, he says, 
he has come to Austria only to meet with businessmen. Why 
does he have close contacts with German right-wing 
extremist publisher Gerhard Frey [chairman of the German 
People's Union]? He seeks contacts with all politicians. If 
they do not want to meet him, that is their problem, not his. 
If Poles or Hungarians want to joint NATO, let them. He, 


Zhirinovskiy, has no objection. 


[Zhirinovskiy] Member of NATO or create a new block 
is their problem [preceding three words in German], for 
Russia no problem. We are for peace, but if Poland, 
Hungary would like to be included in NATO, okay. 


[Schwarz] Only in southern Russia are there probicms, 
he says. It is not correct, however, that he wants tv bring 
the new republics that have seceded from Russia back 
into the Russian empire. On the contrary, republics like 
Georgia, Azerbaijan, Armenia, and the Central Asian 

ics will come back to Russia on their own account. 
But he would not take them back, he says. 


[Zhirinovskiy}] Ex-Soviet Union republics, Georgia, 
Azerbaijan, Armenia, or Middle East, Central Asian 
republics—they want to be included to Russia. We don't 
want, because no profit to be together. 
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Haider Presents Concepts for Constitutional Reform 


AU2112132493 Vienna Oecsterrcich Eins Radio Network 
in German 1100 GMT 21 Dec 93 


[Report by Fritz Dittelbacher]| 


[Text] Under the quite inconspicuous title “Federal State 
Reform,” Joerg Haider today presented his political objec- 
tives for Austria. The Freedom Party of Austria's [FPOc] 
concept for a complete constitutional reform is markedly 
dif"crent from the current system. The FPOc suggests a 
republic with strong federalist features on the one hand, but 
<n the other hand its suggestion shows certain characteris- 
tics of a presidential republic. The federal president should 
chair the Council of Ministers. He should have the authority 
to decide on guidelines for government policy. The Council 
of Ministers should be reduced to seven ministers. The post 
of federal chancellor should be abolished. 


The Federal Auditing Office should be upgraded to 
become the fourth power in the state. The Federal 
Council should be given the same pow*rs a) the National 
Council. Another detail: Judges sh d ao longer be 
allowed to be party members. 


Joerg Haider commented on the imtention of she draft 
presented today: 


[Begin recording] This is an important step towerd a 
third republic, with a constitution that tackles the pro- 
portional party system and arbitrary party decisions (fi 
many fields. The state of the Second Republic ts charac- 
terized by a number of factors that inhibit any real 
development of freedom. [end recording] 


Asked whether his desire to be elected chancellor in 1998 
would be followed by abolishing this post the foilowing 
year, Haider said: 


[Begin recording] That is right. | can establish a self- 


fulfilling prophecy and give my opponents an incentive 
to vote for me in 1998. [end recording] 


But the Second Republic still exists. And Joerg Haider has a 
few critical things to say about it. He thinks that the 
investigations into the letter bomb attacks are going in the 
wrong direction, and he wonders whether this is not an act 
of ideological retribution directed against the FPOe: 


[Begin recording) It needs to be clarified whether the 
security instruments of the Republic of Austria are being 
used to smear the FPOc and to link it to radical tenden- 
cies. I suspect that the investigations are being controlled 
by certain interests. [end recording] 


And Joerg Haider also suspects that the perfect way in 
which the attacks were carried out could be the work of 
secret services. Haider said that one should check Stasi 
agents, a great number of whom are living in council 
housing in Vienna. 
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Minister Hogg Hints at Possible Bosnian 
Withdrawal 


LD2112143693 London PRESS ASSOCIATION in 
English 1419 GMT 21 Dec 93 


[By Sarah Womack, PRESS ASSOCIATION lobby cor- 
respondent] 


[Text] Foreign Office Minister Douglas Hogg today gave 
the strongest indication yet that British troops may be 
withdrawn from Bosnia in the spring. He left the impres- 
sion that once the Coldstream Guards had ended their 
tour of duty early next year, they may not be replaced. 


Mr Hogg. inspecting British troops in Vitez, central 
Bosnia, said: “You can't say to one country that, contin- 
uously, they should provide the role. There are many 
other countries that could provide the role and it 1s a 
burden that needs to be shared.” He told BBC Radio 4's 
“The World at One” programme: “We have been here. 
along with the French now, for over a year.” 


He was speaking as leaders of Bosnia’s three warring 
factions were meeting in Geneva for crucial negotiations 
which could bring an end to the bloody 20-monith 
conflict. 


The presidents of Serbia and ‘Croatia were expected to 
put forward a new plan for Bosnia’s ethnic division that 
international mediators Lord Owen and Thorvald Stol- 
tenberg hope will break the deadlock. 


Senior Tory backbenchers, who have already expressed 
concern about the extent of Britsh military involvement 
in the former Yugoslavia, immediately welcomed the 


suggestion of a pull-out. 


Peter Viggers, a member of the Commons Defence Sciect 
Committee, said: “I think that must be the right deci- 
sion. Negotiations are currently taking place (between 
the warring factions). It is entirely right, | think, and the 
timing 1s good that we should focus the minds of all those 
involved and make them realise that our involvement in 
Bosnia 1s not open-ended.” 


Pressed whether Britain should use the threat of with- 
drawal as a s*ick to keep negotiators on track, he said: “I 
think that would help, and I also think that we must 
never underestimate the enormous danger that our 
troops are currently in. We must not allow ourselves to 
gct sucked into the role of peacekeeping.” 


But Menzies Campbell, Liberal Democrat defence 
spokesman, told the “World at One” programme that to 
pull out now might well be seen by the people of Bosnia 
as an “act of betrayal.” 
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Sinn Fein's Adams on Major-Reynolds 
‘Contradictiuns' 


LD2112182793 London PRESS ASSOCIATION in 
English 1804 GMT 21 Dec 93 


[By Deric tienderson, lan Graham, Chris Moncrieff and 
Sarah Worms: PRESS ASSOCIATION] 


[Excerpts] Set. \ ein president Gerry Adams tonight 
called for dire. «9°* § with the British and Insh govern- 
ments in the war of thy Major-Reynolds Ulster peace 
initiative. But fx  teclaved that every aspect of the 
package of constitutwonal principles was full of contra- 
dictions, with differing statements from the British and 
Irish prime ministers. 


In response, the Government said its position remained 
unchanged—no talks until the violence ends for good. 
Mr Adams, in his first news conference since the peace 
plan was unveiled last Wednesday [15 December], 
admitted that building a lasting peace process would be 
“difficult, dangerous and protracted,” but Sinn Fein was 
optimistic st could be established. 


Later the Rev lan Parsley, leader of the hard-line Dem- 
ocratic Unionists [DUP], claimed that Mr Adams had 
the British Government “wrong-footed™ and was “defi- 
nitely in the driving-seat.” Mr Paisicy also declared that 
his party would no’ take part in any taiks based on the 
Downing Steset peace declaration, dubbing it a sell-out 
to the terrorists. 


As the gulf between the province's two Unionist parties 
widened even further, DUP deputy leader Peter Rob- 
inson accused the Ulster Unionist Party led by Jarocs 
Molyneaux of “prostituting™ itself by going along ‘vith 
the plan. 


Mr Adams, leader of the IRA’s political wing, repeated 
the call for the release of terro7» 1 presoners as a price for 
peace. Mr Reynolds has said ‘fat an amnesty for more 
than 1,600 people jailed for security offences could be 
discussed if the peace package was accepted. The British 
Government, however, reiterated today that that was a 
non-starter—a view backed by the Labour Opposition 
and by Mr Paisley. 


Meanwhile, republican sources said there will be a four- 
day traditional Christmas ceasefire announcement—and 
Mr Adams, speaking in Belfast, offered hopes for a 
permanent truce at some stage, but said they would not 
be rushed. 


Of the Major-Reynolds agreement, he said: “It certainly 
isn't the end. Some politicans may want to make it the 
end of the beginning. We want to make it the begonning 
of the end...” 


Hinting that Sinn Fein could still get more out of the two 
governments, Mr Adams said the party was enicring 
1994 confident and optimistic. 
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The ruling executive » expected to meet soon to discuss 
the peace initiative, but it could be some time before the 
IRA announces its decision. Mr Adams said he had not 
even spoken to its leader‘ . yet. “We have never set 
deadlines. We have never said that building a peace 
process will be easy. On the contrary, it will be difficult, 
dangerous and protracted. There has been, and there will 
be, attempts to create confusion,” he said. 


“We are optimistic that if properly managed, « process to 
bring about a lasting peace can be established. We wii 
not be intimidated by any threats from the British 
government nor will we be diverted by a carrot-and-stick 
approach.” [passage omicted] 


Mr Adams said the two Prime Ministers made contra- 
dictory statements on every issue involved—claiming 
Mi Major said one thing, Mr Reynolds the other. 


There have been no new contacts with the British snice 
the signing of the declaration a week ago, bul it was time 
for direct talks with Loadon and Dublin. 


He said: “Both governments must recognise and 
acknowledge the integrity of Sinn Fein's electoral man- 
date. There is a need for direct and unconditional 
dialogue if we are to move forward on these points. The 
first thing we need is conversation. We have tried the 
means of communication. The British made a mess of it 
in their contact with us over the summer. Let's make 
sure Dublin doesn't make a mess of it cither. The prize is 
too important.” 


Conflicting signals from “ondon and Dublin on an 
amnesty and the surrender of weapons were key issues 
on which they needed clarification. Mr Adams asked: 
“How could ther- de a durable peace settlement if there 
are still hundreds of political prisoners incarcerated” 
Obpviously prisoners have to be reicased as part of any 
peace process. Albert Reynolds said there would be an 
amnesty and John Major said there wouldn't. So who do 


people believe?” 


But the British Goverr em stressed its position was 
unchainged as a result of what Mr Adams had said. 
Officials insisted it remained up to the Provisional IRA 
to declare a permanent end to violence. Then, after three 
months without violence, the Government could enter 


exploratory talks with Sinn Fein. [passage omitted] 
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Scottish Prosecutor: Lockerbie File ‘Still Open’ 


PM2112114293 London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT in 
Arabic 20 Dec 93 pp i, 4 


[Report by Husni Khashabah: “Scottish Prosecutor Tells 
AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT: Lockerbie File Still Open And 
We Will Study Any New Evidence”) 


[Excerpt] London—The Scottish Prosecution Service 
yesterday stressed to AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT that the 
file of the investigation into the Lockerbie case is still 


open. 


The British Foreign Office has neither confirmed or 
denied ,esterday's reports of the existence of new “evi- 
dence™ to the effect that Libya is not the only perpetrator 
in the Lockerbie operation, which claimed 270 lives five 
years ago and that this “evidence” points to the impi- 
cation of Iran and other Arab states. A spokesman for the 
Foreign Office answered AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT's 
query in this connection. He said: If anyone has “new 
evidence,” he has to submit i to the Crown Prosecution 
Service (the general prosecutor) because it 1s the quarter 
investigating the case. 


AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT put to the Crown Prosecution 
Service in Scotland the point raised by THE SUNDAY 
TIMES yesterday and asked whether the “evidence” 
listed by the newspaper »ould be taken account of to 
reopen the investigation into the Lockerbie case. A 
spokesman for the Prosecution Service said: The Prose- 
cution Service remains convinced that it has sufficient 
evidence to justify the charges filed against the two 
(Libyan) suspects. The investigation, however, remains 
open and we will examine any evidence available to us. 


The spokesman read ever the telephone a written state- 
ment which says that the Crown FP osecut.on Service 
cannot comment on any questions clating to evidence in 
the Lockerbie case. The investigation, however, is stil! 
open. 


The Foreign Office spokesman said that the Foreign 
Office abstains from comment because what SHE 
SUNDAY TIMES published is merely speculation and 11 
cannot see new evidence in it. If the newspaper has such 
evidence, let it submit it to the authorities investigating 
the case. [passage omitted] 
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Zhirinovskiy Meets People’s Union Leader in 
Munich 


AU2112191493 Mainz ZDF Television Network in 
German 1800 GMT 21 Dec 93 


[Excerpt] [Passage omitted] The leader of the Russian 
Liberal Democratic Party, Viadimir Zhirinovskiy, has 
made a surprise visit to Germany. In Munich he met 
with the head of the right-wing extremist Germar Peo- 
ple’s Union, Frey. [passage omitted] 


Ministries Comment on Visit 


AU2112191693 Paris AFP in English 1905 GMT 21 
Dec 93 


[Excespt} Benn, Dec 21 (AFP)}—Viadimir Zhirinovskiy, 
the leader of the Russian ultra-nationalist Liberal Dem- 
ocratic Party (LDP), 1s due to mak: a private visit to 
Germany Wednesday, it was announced Tuesday [21 
December]. 


The Foreign Ministry here said that the extreme 
rightwinger had been granted a visa by the German 
Embassy in Moscow, highlighting that he had not been 
invited by the German Government. 


An Interior Ministry spokesman added that there was no 
iegal reason to prevent Zhirinovskiy from entering the 
country. 


At the beginning of October, Zhirinovskiy, who has been 
labelled a fascist by his critics, took part in a rally of 
5,000 militant supporters of the extreme right-wing 
Cerman People’s Union (DVU) in Passau, southeast 
Germany. 


Germany's Stern-TV production compeny said Zhiri- 
novskiy was due to give a live interview Wednesday at 
10:15 p.m. (2115 GMT) to be broadcast on the RTL 
television channel. 


In an interview also due ‘= ve broadcast Wednesday 
evening former Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev has 
warnec that Zhirinovskiy should not be underestimated. 


“At the beginning we smiled at Adolf Hitler. But several 
years later we paid dearly for that,” Gordachev said. 
[passage omitte?] 


TV Interview To Proceed Despite Criticism 


LD2212112793 Hamburg DPA in German 1044 GMT 
22 Dec 93 


[Excerpt] Cologne/Osnabrueck (DPA)}—The Cologne- 
based private television channel, RTL, has rejected calls 
that it prevent the live appearance of the Russian nation- 
alist leader, Viadimir Zhirinovskiy, on “Stern TV" from 
going ahead tonight. 


RTL spokesman Peter Hoenisch said in response to an 
inquiry that Zhirinovskiy is not well known in Germany. 
It definitely is not wrong to acquire a fuller picture c 
him. Also, RTL is not under suspicion of sympathizing 
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with fascists. Television presenter Guenther Jauch will 
interview the right-wing Russian party leader. [passage 
omitted] 


Zhirinovskiy Cancels Interview 


AU2212130093 Cologne Deutschlandfunk Network in 
German 1200 GMT 22 De 93 


[Text] Viadim‘r Zhirinovskiy, chairman of the Russian 
Liberal Democratic Party. which is assessed as extreme 
right-wing, has canceled his appearance on the privaic 
RTL television station scheduled for tonight. A 
spokesman for the Stern TV Magazine said on RTL in 
Cologne that Zhirinovskiy had apparently learned that 
in the program, he would be confronted by Russian 
expert Wolfgang Leonhardt. Furthermore, there had 
been plans to broadcast an interview with former Soviet 
President Mikhail Gorbachev talking about Zhiri- 
novskiy. The politician, who was successful in the recent 
Russian elections, probably received this information 
from Chairman Frey of the DVU [German People's 
Union]. 


Kinkel Urges ‘Balanced Solutions’ on NATO 
Expansion 

LD2112202493 Berlin DDP in Germen 194? GMT 21 
Dec 93 


[Text] Erfurt (DDP)}—Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel 
expects the forthcoming NATO summit to take funda- 
mental decisions on the accession of Central and East 
European states to the alliance. Accession will however 
“not be so rapid,” Kiskel says in the Erfurt newspaper 
THUERINGER ALLGEMEINE. He demanded “bal- 
anced solutions because of the great sensitivity of Russia 
and the Ukraine.” 


Security guarantees should not be a factor in the inter- 
linked system, sand Kinkel. He announced that “we will 
carry out joint peacekeeping operations within the 
framework of the CSCE™ in areas of tension. The foreign 
minister referred to Germany's great interest in strength- 
ening the Uarted Nations. At present .his is the “only 
institution that cun help preserve peace worldwide, and 
periiaps alse guarantee it.” Germany « secking a seat in 
the UN Security Council “embedded within plans for a 
general expansion of the Security Council, in which 
ee — 


Daily Views Kinkel’s Talks With Kozyrev 


AU2112154993 ; rankfurt/Mein FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 21 Dec 93 p 3 


[Report by Claus Gennrich: “Russia Wants To Elimi- 
nate Dividing Line Between East and West—-But on Its 
Conditions” ] 

( Text] Suzdal, 20 Dec—Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel 
has new things to tell the East Europeans and North 
Amencans about Russia's ideas for a future “security 
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architecture”: he started doing so at the discussion table 
of the European Union [EU] in Brussels on Monday [20 
December]. On Saturday and Sunday. Russian Foreign 
Minister Kozyrev had plenty of time to expound his 
views to Kinkel. Deep clouds and snow storms prevented 
the use of helicopters, which gave the ministers almost 
seven hours to talk with one another during the car 
journeys between Moscow and Suzdal. The sauna of the 
old-Russian monastery and the subsequent beers created 
the atmosphere for rounding off the factual positions in 
a more private ambience. The attendance at a church 
service in the crowded cathedral of the former capital. 
Viadimir, an impressive choir performance in a church 
at night, the immersion into the living images of the 
snow-covered, colorful timber houses and their hand- 
carved windowsills in the villages offered Kozyrev an 
opportunity to define his country’s claim to being taken 
seriously as a nation of European culture and being 
treated with the respect due to partners. In return, and 
with a view to the election and the concern of a relapse 
into a different, not so distant era, Kozyrev promised: 
“There will not be a return to the darkness of the past.” 


Balancing Act for Germany 


Because Germany has other partners, too—the tradi- 
tional ones in the West but also the new, closer ones in 
East Europe, who are scared of Russia—Kinkel has to 
balance between the interests. This 1s causing difficulties 
for Germany since it has to take into consideration the 
concerns of the countries in Central and East Europe. 
while, at the same time, it must consider Russia's con- 
cerns without creating distrust in the West about an 
alleged special course pursued by Bonn. Kinkel has now 
briefed the EU foreign ministers and the Americans 
about Kozyrev’s proposals without endorsing them. 
Kinkel first wants to think about them—if possible 
together with his Western partners—and 1s not sure that 
the issue will be officially discussed at the NATO 
meeting in January. Kozyrev once more, and obviously 
with great passion, spoke out against NATO member- 
ship for Poland, Hungary, the Czech Republic, and 
Slovakia. He asked Germany and the West urgently not 
to do anything that might “drive Russia away.” Even in 
the interest of the community of peoples and of the West 
a solution must be found that leads Russia as close to 
NATO as possible. Kozyrev hinted that one day Russian 
NATO membership might be conceivable. 


At the moment, however, Russia was banking on 
extending the North Atlantic Cooperation Council and 
provide for “consultations” within this structure. 
Kozyrev's objective is to keep NATO within its current 
confines. Instead, Russia's role in the NATO Coopera- 
tion Council, which includes all new democracies of the 
East, should be visibly strengthened. Moscow is thinking 
about what to do if NATO were to be enlarged by 
countries such as Poland and the others. It might then be 
possible for the states of the former Soviet Union, with 
the exception of the three Baltic republics, to join into a 
bloc again comparable to the Warsaw Pact-—in response 
to shifting the NATO border east'vards to the borders of 
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Russia and Ukraine. Kozyrev seems to have pointed out 
that he did not want the formation of such a new bloc. 
The West must prevent such a development and thus 
refrain from enlarging NATO. Moscow would like to see 
NATO keep its current structure while a “network” 
should be built around it that unites the entire East with 
the alliance members in the Cooperation Council. 


The new thing now is that Moscow wants to reverse the 
emphasis. The Cooperation Council, including Moscow, 
should come first, though. The North Atlantic Coopera- 
tion Council should introduce compulsory consultations 
coming close to obligatory assistance. This is the leap in 
quality compared to the so far rather loose form of the 
Cooperation Council, including the Wesiern plans to 
provide for consultations with the Central and East 
European states in bilateral agreements with NATO. In 
Kozyrev's blueprint, NATO does constitute the core of 
the North Atlantic Cooperation Council, but subse- 
quently only becomes its most important appendage. 
Kozyrev did not yet have a set definition for such 
obligatory consultations that come close to assistance. It 
would not have to be the application of Article 5 of the 
NATO Treaty. That article provides for the protection 
guarantee and constitutes the substance of the alliance. A 
change or transfer of the area of application could only 
be linked with redrafting the treaty and the corre- 
sponding ratification by all parliaments. It seems that 
with the term “closeness,” Kozyrev would like to remain 
beneath this threshold and, just as Kinkel, he does not 
have any clear ideas of conceivable patterns. 


It is not yet a fully-shaped plan but a proposition for 
further thinking, also on the part of Russia. Kozyrev 
strongly warned against isolating Russia and Ukraine. In 
its own interest, the West must never only turn to the 
“Visegrad” states—Poland, Hungary, the Czech 
Republic, and Slovakia. If it did, irritation has to be 
expected in the CIS. Russia and Ukraine cannot be scen 
separately, since the Black Sea Fleet is subject to joint 
command and all economic lifelines connect Kiev with 
Moscow. Hence, Moscow will not tolerate Ukraine get- 
ting a security guarantee from the West against Russia. 
Russia and Ukraine must be integrated into the compre: 
hensive security structure together; Kozyrev advised 
Kinkel: “Think about it well.” 


Russia wants to eliminate the dividing line between the 
states of the former Soviet Union and the Western 
neighbers of the former Warsaw Pact in a future joint 
action in the North Atlantic Cooperation Council in 
order to prevent Central Europe from entering NATO 
and to be included itse!f, This contrasts with those 
countries’ fear of Russia, a fear that has even grown since 
the Russian election. By recalling the year 1940, not only 
the Baltic states remember the worst scenario if Moscow 
at one point were to willfully interpret or apply a 
consultation or even an assistance obligation. Whether 
the countries that are afraid of Moscow's supremacy 
want to be connected with Russia in a joint security 
system is probably as questionable as the readiness of the 
United States and the European nuclear powers, England 
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and France, to extend assistance pledges to countries 
that have not been members before. 


The NATO Cooperation Council 


The definition of the term “consultations” in the Coop- 
eration Council may determine the many and diverse 
upcoming talks. The individual favorite interpretations 
are not identical. Assistance can only be granted or 
denied; it will hardly be possible to reach a clear defini- 
tion of “closeness” between the two alternatives. That 
way Moscow would meanwhile get close to what ts 
wanted neither by the United States, an unpredictable 
protection guarantee, nor the countries in Central and 
East Europe, which regard Russian assistance as a threat. 
Germany and some partners are thinking of bilateral 
agreements with NATO in the sense of the previously 
offered “Partnership for Peace,” which, however, should 
be shaped differently and, if possibile, should not require 
ratification by the individual parliaments of all partici- 
pants. Bonn believes that subsequent joint practical 
implementation of bilateral agreements in the North 
Atlantic Cooperation Council would be worthy of being 
considered without the need of an agreement. As candi- 
dates for EU membership, the countries of Central and 
East Europe could count on associate membership in the 
Western European Union [WEU] as a European military 
organization, while Russia and Ukraine could not. 


Kozyrev rejected the idea of Russia's Western neighbors 
getting even closer to the WEU. Yet, Kinkel wants to 
respond to the security needs of the countries in Central 
and East Europe by upgrading the currently prevailing 
mere consultative mechanism speedily into associated 
WEU membership. Germany does not vant to bar future 
NATO membership of the Central and East Europeans 
and thinks that Russian and Ukrainian accession has to 
be ruled out if not legally but effectively. NATO enlarge- 
ment is not regarded as a real possibility at the moment. 
Yet, Moscow should not be conceded a veto right. In the 
Cooperation Council one should prevent Russian tsola- 
tion in a more differentiated way and lead all countries 
closer to the alliance; as one diplomat in Bonn put it: 
“Within such a network everybody will get what is 
possible for him.” 


Axis or Partnership? 


Kozyrev spoke of a “supporting axis between Germany 
and Russia,” which will bring Europe ahead. Although 
the views were not 100 percent identical, both sides wish 
to “seek the best solutions” in all spheres “and to find a 
way out of the cul-de-sac.” He described German- 
Russian partnership as an “engine” that assumes 
“important tasks for the construction of a new Europe.” 
He added that this was not directed against third coun- 
tries. Kinkel, however, avoided the incriminated term 
“axis.” He knows that Germany must be careful not to 
be maneuvered into a special role. Russia's trust should 
not endanger the East's confidence in Germany. People 
in Central and East Europe are looking to Germany as 
their advocate in their search for protection against 
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Russia. By referring to an “axis” with Bonn, Moscow 
wants to keep its former satellites away from NATO. It is 
because of the thin line he has to tread that Kinkel only 
spoke of “relations in partnership” with Russia. Russia 
wants to be integrated into the West via its main partner 
for talks, Germany. Kinkel wants to prevent gulfs from 
opening up or deepening toward either side. 


Kozyrev gave Kinkel the impression that he would 
neither give in nor conform to Zhirinovskiy's national- 
ists. “Foreign and domestic policy, which is still deter- 
mined by Yeltsin, will not change.” Kinkel experienced 
Kozyrev as an educated, religious, and rather soft man, 
who does not fear for his job after the election and who, 
despite earlier verbal vacillations, 1s pursuing a firm line: 
“We will show the world and our Russian people that 
Zhirinovskiy’s path 1s wrong.” Kozyrev is obviously 
banking on confrontation with the nationalists and 
knows that the West is terrified about the election 
outcome. Kinkel regards Kozyrev’s national undertones 
from the election campaign as part of the past. Kozyrev 
said that it was his firm intention to hold his own along 
with the reform forces under Yeltsin's protection and to 
take up the “polstical fight” with the extremists. With 
concern he asked about links between Zhirinovskiy and 
German right-wing radicals. In Kinkel’s presence, 
women approached Kozyrev in the cathedral of 
Viadimir telling him that although they voted for Zhiri- 
novskiy they would not repeat that after all they had 
heard in the meantime. In his constituency, Murmansk, 
Kozyrev beat Zhirinovskiy’s candidate by a small 
margin. 


Not on behalf of the Federal Government but in his 
capacity as Free Democratic Party of Germany [FDP] 
chairman, Kinkel promised Kozyrev to support Russia's 
desire for extending the Group of Seven most important 
industrialized nations (G7) as early as at their meeting in 
Naples next summer. Kozyrev promised Kinkel to send 
him the text of the new Russian military doctrine. The 
two men agreed on establishing three additional consu- 
lates general in Kaliningrad, Saratov, and Novosibirsk. 
German constitutional experts should advise the Rus- 
sians. Kinkel asked Kozyrev to create the basic condi- 
tions for economic security along with the Moscow 
government: “Then the German economy will invest.” 
The mayor of the industrial city of Vladimir described to 
Kinkel the effects of German advice and a town- 
twinning agreement; before he parted with Kinkel he 
said: “Nobody is helping Russia with their hearts and in 
other ways as the Germans do.” 


Cooperation Agreement With Romania Takes 
Effect 


LD2112144393 Hambure DPA in German 1223 GMT 
21 Dec 93 


[Text] Bonn (DPA)}—The German-Romanian treaty on 
friendly relations and partnership has come into force. 
Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel and Florea Dudita, 
Romanian ambassador in Bonn, exchanged ratification 
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documents today, the Foreign Ministry reported. The 
agreement is part of a whole network of treaties with the 
states of Central and East Europe that have been con- 
cluded over the last few years and have put Germany's 
relations with these countries on a new basis. 


Kinkel said the treaty was a testimony to Germany's 
determination to support Romania on its path to democ- 
racy and a market economy. He said he is satisfied with 
the treaty’s stipulations on the German minority in 
Romania. They set the course for dealing with these 
questions constructively and in the spirit of trust in 
today’s Europe. 


Advisory Cooperation With Belarus To Increase 
AU2112133593 Duesseldorf HANDELSBLATT in 
German 21 Dec 93 p 8 


[Report signed “egl”: “Priorities Have Been Set for 1994 
With Minsk”) 


[Text] Minsk, 20 Dec—In the framework of its advisory 
activities as assistance for the East, Bonn has set new 
priorities for Belarus in 1994. New points of emphasis of 
such advisory assistance were defined during the visit of 
Federal Government Commissioner State Secretary 
Walter Kittel in Minsk. 


In talks with the chairman of the Supreme Council of the 
republic, Stanislav Shushkevich, Vice Premier Myasnok- 
ovich, Planning Committee Chairman Sergey Ling, and 
various expert groups, details of German-Belarusian 
cooperation were formulated. 


These talks were in particular focused on macroeco- 
nomic policy problems, legal conditions, privatization 
and the development of an entrepreneurship, the devel- 
opment of agriculture, money and credit, foreign trade, 
energy supply, and advanced training. 


In the discussions, the following fields of advice were 
envisaged for next year: 


* Improvement of the macroeconomic framework con- 
ditions; 

¢ Improvement of the legal system, in particular com- 

mercial and administrative law, and the creation of 

an independent judiciary; 

Implementation of privatization; 

Support of private enterprise; 

The development of market economy institutions, 

The development of a tax, budget, and customs 

systems, and the development of a financial sector; 

¢ The development of agriculture; 

¢ Advice in housing construction, the energy sector, the 
social sector, foreign trade, and the telecommunica- 
tions infrastructure. 
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Environment Minister Flies to Beirut for 
Three-Day Visit 

AU2212103093 Hamburg DPA in German 0919 GMT 
21 Dec 93 


[Text] Bonn (DPA)—Environment Minister Klaus 
Toepfer (CDU) flew to Lebanon today for a three-day 
visit with a group of deputies and a delegation of 
representatives of industry. He is the first German 
minister to visit the country since the civil war. He told 
journalists before his departure that he had coordinated 
his trip with Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel (FDP). 


Toepfer, who has been invited by his counterpart Salim 
Mudbil, will also be received by President Ilyas al- 
Hirawi and Prime Minister Rafiq al-Hariri. 


Regarding the latest bomb attack in Beirut, the minister 
said that the German ambassador was convinced that 
German visitors would not be facing any additional 
risks. 


The visit will focus on Lebanese interest in using 
German environmental technology as far as possible to 
rebuild the country. Toepfer announced that a German 
expert would work as a “long-term adviser” for the 
Lebanese Environment Ministry that is being set up. He 
cited the removal of military waste such as munitions 
and chemicals, which have contaminated wide areas of 
the country, as an example of how German technology 
and experience could be used. 


Jewish Cemetery Desecrated in Worms 


AU2112134793 Hamburg DPA in German 1130 GMT 
20 Dec 93 


[Text] Worms/Mainz (DPA)}—Unknown culprits over- 
turned 60 gravestones at the Jewish cemetery in Worms 
[Rhineland-Palatinate, of which Mainz is the capital] 
over the week-end. The senior state prosecutor in Mainz, 
Hans Seeliger, said today that damage totalling 100,000 
German marks [DM] was caused. A reward of DM5,000 
has been offered for information about the perpetrators. 


CDU Affected Most by Disenchanted Voters 


AU2112112993 Munich FOCUS in German 20 Dec 93 
pil 


[Unattributed report: “CDU Voters Refuse To Vote] 


[Text] The disenchantment with politics hits the Chris- 
tian Democratic Union [CDU] more than all the other 
parties. According to a new study by the CDU-affiliated 
Konrad Adenauer Foundation, which is kept under lock 
and key, the proportion of nonvoters and undecided 
among those eligible to vote has reached 33 percent—a 
record number. 


This is an alarm signal for the CDU: Afier all, 40 percent 
of the disenchanted voters voted for the CDU at the last 
Bundestag elections. This is one out of eight German 
voters. Now they belong to the camp of bourgeois protest 
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voters, who are the target of the local Instead [Anstatt] 
parties. The Social Democratic Party, on the other hand, 
lost only 25 percent to the camp of those who are 
uncertain and disenchanted and refuse to vote. The 
strongly increased group of protest voters—they decide 
on whom to vote for only immediately before the elec- 
tions—will decide on the next government in terms of 
numbers. 


Polling 5,000 people, the foundation researched how the 
CDU can win disappointed voters back. The answers 
were clear: The protesting people expect safe jobs 
through upswing, safety from crime. and secure pen- 
sions. Kohl's election campaign team is now trying to 
turn the rampant feeling of “muddling through into an 
upswing: Otherwise, we will end up with 30 percent!” 


SPD's Schaeuble, FDP Reject Proposal on 
Bundeswehr Task 

AU2212113993 Hamburg ARD Television Network in 
German 2130 GMT 22 Dec 93 


[Report by Dierk-Ludwig Schaaf] 


[Text] To monitor Germany's eastern border, for 
example in Saxony, to intercept illegal border- 
crossers—this has thus far been the task of the Federal 
Border Police. It has been reinforced by officers from 
western Germany. 


In the view of Wolfgang Schaeuble, the chairman of the 
Christian Democratic Union [CDU)Christian Social 
Union [CSU] Bundestag group, illegal immigration from 
the East might become so dangerous that the Federal 
Border Police alone would no longer be able to cope with 
this task. Schaeuble suggested that, in that case, the 
Bundeswehr should intervene. In his view, the dividing 
line between internal and external security 1s becoming 
increasingly unclear. In a letter to his colleagues of the 
CDU/CSU Bundestag group he wrote today that, in the 
future, the Bundeswehr must be used in a more flexible 
way. He also mentioned the fight against international 
terrorism. Perfectionist restrictions of the Basic Law 
should be examined. 


[Begin Schaeuble recording] One should—without ary 
preconceived ideas—discuss the pros and cons in public, 
whether in such extraordinary situations and under 
conditions that have to be strictly defined, of course, we 
should not resort to the Bundeswehr if necessary. [sen- 
tence as heard] [end recording] 


Schaeuble has not coordinated his proposal with Min- 
ister Volker Ruche, his party colleague in the Defense 
Ministry, nor with his coalition partner, the Free Dem- 
ocratic Party of Germany [FDP]. 


[Begin FDP Secretary General Werner Hoyer recording} 
I honestly do not know why this issue has been raised 
now—there is neither a fundamental nor an immediate 
reason for it. The assignment for our Armed Forces is 
clearly restricted to national defense, and, after an 
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amendment of the Basic Law, it might also apply to tasks 
in an international context. [end recording] 


The Social Democratic Party of Germany [SPD] is 
outraged. 


[Begin SPD Federal Manager Guenter Verheugen 
recording} He who cannot differentiate between internal 
and external security is obviously no longer able to cope 
with his tasks. The Bundeswehr's job is national defense 
and nothing else. I am appealing to the federal chancellor 
to make it very clear that the Federal Government will 
not support such impulsive ideas. [end recording] 


Under the Constitution, the Bundeswehr is permitted to 
intervene at home only if there is a danger to the 
democratic order and under the Emergency Law. So far 
there has been agreement on this. Therefore, many 
people in Bonn regard Schaeuble’s proposal as a sign of 
nervousness at the beginning of a major election cam- 
paign. 


Commentary Criticizes Schaeuble Proposal 


AU2212113193 Munich SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG 
in German 22 Dec 93 p 4 


[Commentary by “eli”: “Schaeuble is Playing With 


Fire”) 


[Text] In Wolfgang Schaeuble’s case there is always the 
suspicion that he makes his statements for political- 
strategic reasons rather than for ideological ones. His 
remarks on Bundeswehr operations in the country and 
the sentence about the work that now has to be done 
again by German working people—a sentence imbued 
with the most profound populism—fit this pattern. Over 
the past few weeks the Christian Democratic Union 
[CDU)/Christian Social Union Bundestag group 
charrman has increasingly played on the piano of 
national convictions—not because he counts himself 
among the national-conservative camp but because, as a 
power pragmatist, he obviously wants to appeal to the 
CDU's rightist fringe voters. 


From this point of view, one can already see a bit of 
election campaign, which, however, does not make 
Schaeuble’s ideas at the end of the year any less assail- 
able. His advance concerning an expansion of the 
Bundeswehr's tasks of operation is dangerous. The fuse 
deserves to be stomped out before it starts a fire. In its 
laws on the state of emergency, the Basic Law contains 
sufficient possibilities to use the Bundeswehr in partic- 
ularly serious cases of internal unrest. 


Schaeuble does not, however, seriously start a debate on 
the Constitution with his proposal. Rather, he is fanning 
dull (and unfounded) fears of a great migration from the 
East. The lack of seriousness shown by the Bundestag 
group head toward his own plans is shown by the fact 
that he considers a new Bundeswehr plan super!) 
However, there is only one thing that is superfluo: 
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debate. The Bundeswehr should defend itself against 
such populist games with ideas. 


Editorial Views Lessons Learned From Somalia 
Mission 


AU2212110493 Munich SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG 
in German 22 Dec 93 p 4 


[Editorial by Josef Joffe: “Lessons of Somalia”) 


[Text] In 1881 two kings of Cameroon named Bell and 
Acqua wrote a memorable letter to British Prime Min- 
ister Gladstone. “We have heard that you are the chief- 
tain in London. Therefore, we want to tell you that we 
want to come under the rule of Her Majesty. We are fed 
up with ruling a country where every quarrel leads to 
war. Consequently, it would be best to make our country 
subordinate to the British. You will certainly bring us 
peace, culture, and Christianity.” 


Gladstone rejected the polite request in his time. Bush, 
Kohl, Butrus-Ghali, and the entire United Nations did 
not even wait for a corresponding letter from Mogad- 
ishu. In December 1992 the Americans landed in 
Somalia, in July 1993 the Germans followed; in total, 
30,000 men from 20 nations have been involved in the 
operation. And now it is said in the language of the old 
colonial power: finita la commedia (the comedy is over] 
on 31 March, when the Germans will leave Somalia 
along with the Americans and Italians. 


Most foreign policy lessons are painful; the lesson of 
Somalia came—at least for the Germans—almost for 
free. It consists of three parts. First: Examine your 
motives. For Bonn the intervention in Somalia was not 
so much a purpose than a means. The humanitarian 
purpose seemed to offer a tailor-made vehicle to trans- 
port something larger: the liberation of German policy 
from self-forged shackles. In 1982 the Bonn Cabinet 
twice set down a highly political interpretation of the 
Constitution, according to which German troops may 
serve only national and Alliance defense. 


After the end of the Cold War Bonn very much wanted to 
get rid of these shackles, but between desire and fulfill- 
ment there was the Constitutional Court, where there are 
still various lawsuits pending. Somalia offered itself as 
proven allergy therapy: Whoever wanted and could be so 
mean and cold-hearted as to refuse the Bundeswehr a 
noble mission such as the one in Somalia—where the 
issue was not property and glory but the rescue of human 
lives? However, the next intervention will not be easier, 
because die-hard pacifists will not be the only ones to 
ask: What is the point of an operation when the expen- 
diture simply disappeared into thin air at the first 


opportunity? 
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The second lesson is: Cheap interventions are an illu- 
sion. When the Marines “stormed” the beach of Moga- 
dishu a year ago, the Somalis cheered—just as if they 
were all clones of the kings of Cameroon. General Aidid 
even headed the cheering group. No wonder the ambi- 
tions of the United Nations skyrocketed. Suddenly the 
Americans were not only supposed to feed the Somalis 
but, in the spirit of Kings Bell and Acqua, ensure peace 
and democratic culture. However, whoever does not 
want to establish a long-term occupation regime with a 
massive monopoly of power (as in Germany and Japan), 
had better react like Gladstone. Otherwise, he will suffer 
the same fate as Clinton did in Somalia: Suddenly the 
Americans were no longer the saviors but the targets. 
After the decimation of an elite company on 3 October, 
all that remained was a period of shame until withdrawal 
on 31 March. 


The third lesson is: Humaneness without solid interests 
1s a dangerous adviser. The international community 
carried the intervention in the Gulf through to its bitter 
end, because Saddam had not only occupied Kuwait but, 
in the process, also threatened a strategic region 
including the strategic resource called oil—and, in addi- 
tion, was tinkering with weapons of mass destruction. 
However, when the illusion of “feasibility” was shot to 
pieces in Mogadishu, the rescuers quickly recalculated: It 
is not worth the price. 


The Somali adventure went off pretty well; still, the 
international community has lost. Gen. Aidid and any 
imitators now know how to deal with the United States 
and the United Nations: Pursue a flexible guerrilla war, 
kill a company of soldiers—and you advance from 
wanted “gangster boss” to esteemed negotiating partner. 
Is this going to promote the reputation of the United 
Nations and deter the next warlord? 


This sad story yields only one consolation. Already last 
December the proportion of malnourished children in 
Mogadishu had declined from 60 to 10 percent. This is 
the fourth—and positive—lesson, which, however, at the 
same time, calls for modesty. Feeding the hungry is the 
right motive in two respects. First, it 1s ethically correct: 
The sated, overnourished part of the world must not look 
on while other people die of starvation. This is a simple 
duty of mankind. 


Second, this rule is also politically correct. The Somalia 
intervention worked as long as it remained a humani- 
tarian mission. However, when ambition got the upper 
hand, when the issue suddenly was to build a new 
political order from scratch, the humanitarian mission 
turned into a suicide mission. The West and the inter- 
national community will have to get used to the fact that 
Iraqi dictators can be defeated with World War Ill 
weapons, but such weapons cannot be used to establish 
any political order—at least not at the price the democ- 
racies were willing to pay. Gladstone was right. 
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Editorial Views Conclusion of GATT Talks 


AU2112112593 Duesseldorf HANDELSBLATT in 
German 21 Dec 93 p 2 


[Editorial by Josef Abaffy: “Many Aspects of Hope”) 


[Text] The GATT conclusion now must also exercise the 
function of an engine of economic development. It is 
certain that import duties will be globally reduced by 
approximately 40 percent—which means a reduction 
from an average of 4.7 percent to about 3 percent, which 
first makes the importers happy and then, hopefully, also 
the consumers. In addition, GATT expects a global 
export thrust of 12 percent by the year 2005. Other 
compromises of the Uruguay round are also important, 
but they will hardly have a speedy effect on the statistics 
of production, price, and labor market. 


The relief about the end of seven years of tough negoti- 
ations seems to be so great that it slightly clouds the 
vision for the realities. If one takes a more critical look, 
one can see many question marks behind the economic 
miracle weapons of the GATT round. For instance, the 
hopes for prices: Grain might even get more expensive 
on the market—by approximately 10 percent in the view 
of experts in Brussels—because subsidies are abolished. 
In view of a capacity utilization of less than 80 percent, 
it is not generally certain that new jobs are created 
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immediately as soon as the production is raised because 
of higher export demand. However, there remains the 
hope that world trade can develop more quietly in more 
regulated surroundings than in a climate of mutual 
threats of dumping and anti-dumping. Still, this too is 
just an aspect of hope. 


Postal Workers Strike in Select City 


AU2212113393 Hamburg DPA in German 0738 GMT 
21 Dec 93 


[Text] Hamburg (DPA)}—Thousands of postal workers 
again held a token strike early this morning. According 
to the Postal Workers’ Union, the post offices of Ham- 
burg. Dusseldorf, Nuremberg, Augsburg, and Heidelberg 
city centers are taking part. In Hamburg alone more than 
100,000 items of business post are expected to be deliv- 
ered to post office boxes very late. No post was delivered 
in 83 postal districts in Magdeburg. 


If the wage negotiations, which are to be continued at 
0830 [21 December] in Duelmen, fail, the strike mea- 
sures will be stepped up during the day and this would 
also then affect the Christmas post, a trade union 
spokesman said. Eight intercity mail trains consisting of 
50 freight cars had not been processed during the night 
shift in Cologne [he said]. 
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— Azerbaijan's Aliyev Comment on 
NC2212075993 Baku Radio Baku Network in Azeri 
0400 GMT 22 Dec 93 


[Text] President Geydar Aliyev's official visit to France 
is continuing. President Mitterrand received Aliyev and 
conferred with him for an hour today. The Paris Charter 
and the document on friendship and bilateral coopera- 
tion were signed after their talks. Foreign Minister 
Gasan Gasanov, State Adviser Vefa Kulizade, Jean 
Perrin, France's extraordinary and plenipotentiary 
ambassador to Azerbaijan, and other officials attended 
the ceremony held to mark the occasion. Later, Aliyev 
and Mitterrand addressed the journalists and answered 
their questions. 

President Mitterrand recalled that relations between 
France and Azerbaijan were weak in the past but added 
that concrete opportunities have been created to 
improve them now. He also stressed that Azerbaijan has 
indicated its commitment to comply with the UN 
Charter by signing the Paris Charter. On the Karabakh 
problem and Armenia's aggression against Azerbaijan, 
Mitterrand said his country reaffirms its support for 
Azerbaijan's territorial integrity and opposes any move 
to change borders through the use of force. 


President Aliyev said a new era of friendly bilateral 
relations will begin and [words indistinct] the process of 
cooperation in various fields. He also asserted that 
France can use its influence to play an important role in 
a peaceful Karabakh solution. 


Longuet: ‘Real’ European Audiovisual Policy 
Necessary 


BR2212094593 Paris LE FIGARO in French 17 Dec 93 
p?7 


{Interview with French Culture Minister Jacques 
Toubon by Claude Jacquemart; place and date not given: 
“Jacques Toubon: ‘Cultural Europe Is A Reality] 


[Text] [Jacquemart] What do you think about “cultural 
exception” having been accepted in the GATT negotia- 
tions? 


[Toubon}] GATT has not failed: Culture was not put on 
the same level as an ordinary good. This is a success for 
Europe, for its film industry, and its television business. 
This is the fruitful result of a common and constant 
willingness of national authorities, of the unceasing work 
done by the officials who represented us, of the burst of 
energy shown by the industry leaders, and perhaps most 
of all, of the solidarity among the Twelve. A solidarity 
which has been built patiently and which is the basis of 
a cultural Europe. 


This indeed is where the stakes are: We have been able to 


preserve our independence and our freedom. We must 
use this to build a European film industry that will be 


competitive and faithful to the universal message of our 
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culture. What do we have io do? Three [number as 
published] objectives, three actions. 

First, starting tomorrow, be on the alert for possible 
counter-proposals from the U.S. Government, which has 
been roused by an industry that is trying by all means to 
impose the domination which we could successfully 
defeat. 


Second, on the basis of President Delors’ White Paper 
for Employment, which leaves much room for commu- 
nication industries, and then of the Commission's Green 
Paper that will follow the European meeting of the 
audiovisual industry in the spring of 1994. we have to 
build a real European audiovisual policy. This policy will 
be based on a reinforcement and an adaptation of our 
regulations as the techniques develop, it will eventually 
lead to the creation of a Community-wide system of 
support for the production and broadcasting of Euro- 
pean audiovisual items. 

[Jacquemart] Do you think that imolementing such a 
system within the Community really is possible? 


[Toubon] It is not an easy task, but recent events have 
shown that a sustained effort can overcome divergent 
interests and make a major project possible. 


Nevertheless, the audiovisual issue is only a first step. 
Article 128 of the European Union Treaty provides for 
the drafting of a joint cultural polecy project while 
respecting the [member] states’ sovereignty. The united 
front of the Twelve teaches us a loi. |!) chows a joint 
sensitivity, which non-European countries are more 
aware of. Cultural Europe is there in our hands. It is up 
to us to build i in coordination with the industries. It is 
the major objective for the future. 


France can justifiably have those objectives adopted by 
the Community. Its mission is also to create the condi- 
tions that make 1t possible to reach those objectives. 


First, our own film and television policy will have to be 
completed. Event if it 1s unique, it is insufficient in many 
areas: finencial and industrial structures, marketing, 
promotion, export. 


For ths reform, as well as for future endeavors like cable, 
satellite, digital television, video-on-request, interac- 
tivity and multimedia, I would like the leaders of the 
French audiovisual sector to be aware of the need to 
display solidarity. Producers, designers, and broad- 
casters must act together in the same direction. The 
health of the sector—which is made of creativity and of 
large companies’ competitiveness—depends on their 
successful and balanced dialogue. 


Another condition for a success is to have all Latin- 
language countries show their deep affinities in the 
framework of the creation of cultural Europe. | call upon 
my Italian, Spanish, Portuguese, and Greek colleagues to 
achieve this. 


[Jacquemart] What do you envisage? 
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[Toubon] It is up to us—who led the resistance—to take 
over the initiative for the future. | propose tha! the 
French Government submit [to the European Commis- 
sion] a memorandum outlining Europe's future audiovi- 
sual policy, as early as the beginning of 1994 and after 
consulting with professional and business circles. 


The exclusion of cultural goods from the GATT agree- 
ment has left intact our capacity to enter a new era of 
national and Community policies based on the diversity 
and the identity of our cultures. We must act now. 


Europe has learned a jot about itself, its reality, the 
achievements it could lose. lis awareness and i - 
dence have been reinforced through the test of truth. We 
have shown that our civilization is not mortal; we have 
saved pluralism from hegemony and uniformity. May 
Europe now build tomorrow's culture. 


Kosovo President Rugova Visits; To Meet Juppe 


AU2112173693 Tirana ATA in English 1134 GMT 21 
Dec 93 


[Text] Tirana, December 21 (ATA)}—President Rugova 
is currently visiting Paris at the invitation of French 
Foreign Minister Alain Juppe. Mr. Rugova plans to meet 
with Mr. Juppe at the Quai d'Orsay on December 23 to 
discuss Kosova and French options to contribute to a 
resolution of the problem. Mr. Rugova also plans to meet 
other French officials. Mr. Rugova will later participate, 
along with other European politicians, in a European TV 
program devoted to the concerns of southeastern 
Europe. Mr. Rugova’s visit to Paris was scheduled in 
November but was postponed due to impediments posed 
by the Serbian authorities. The Paris visit is part of a 
diplomatic tour which has taken President Rugova to 
Germany, Austria, Great Britain, and Italy. 


Donors To Resume Malawi Aid, Pledge $305 
Million 


EA2112212593 Blantyre Malawi Broadcasting 
Corporation Network in English 1800 GMT 21 Dec 93 


[Text] At the consultative group meeting for Malawi, 
which was being held in Paris, France, Western donor 
nations have agreed to resume economic aid to Malawi 
and have pledged $305 million. In a statement issued at 
the end of the meeting today, the donor nations said the 
decision to resume economic aid has been taken in 
recognition of the exceptional progress made in the 
political transformation and economic adjustment pro- 
cess in Malawi. 


The MBC [Malawi Broadcasting Corporation] corre- 
spondent who was covering the meeting said at this point 
the donor nations praised the Malawi Government and 
Malawians for their efforts to carry out the transition 
process in a peaceful manner. The correspondent said 
the Paris meeting also underlined the need for continued 
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economic liberalization and the participation of small- 
holder farmers and entrepreneurs in the economy as one 
way of alleviating poverty in Malawi. 


He said the donors also endorsed the need for continued 
assistance to the Mozambican refugees in Malawi and 
for implementing an action plan to rehabilitate the 
infrastructure and environment in the refugee holding 
areas. 


Speaking at the end of the meeting, the leader of the 
Malawi delegation, the minister of finance, Honorable 
Louis Chimango, thanked the donors and assured them 
that the political transformation was tangible and irre- 
verseable. Hon. Chimango, however, called for more 
donor support to assist the government in the prepara- 
tions and implementation of the general election sched- 
uled for May next year. 


Senate Criticizes Army Cuts, Missions Abroad 
94ES0173B Paris LE MONDE in French 1 Dec 93 p 12 


[Article by Jacques Isnard: “Senate Report Condemns 
‘Hair-Shirt’ Army”™] 


[Text] Constant Cuts in Infantry and Overextension of 
Missions 


The French Army is shrinking like a “hair shirt” because 
of steady cutbacks, despite its expanding missions. It has 
now become “a spotty army” whose units, which are 
mainly comprised of enlisted personnel, are put on the 
back burner between caill-ups. The conclusion: The gov- 
ernnment either has to reduce the number of France's 
foreign missions or take a new and closer look at the size 
of its military budget. This diagnosis was made by 
Senator Serge Vincon (RPR (Rally for the Republic], 
Cher) in a report for the Senate Foreign Affairs and 
Defense Committee in which he laments the fact that 
allocations for 1994 (amounting to some 49.2 billion 
francs in operations and equipment combined) are down 
more than 4 percent in constant francs. 


Vincon bases his conclusions on a number of disturbing 
observations which are known to the staff, but which, 
when combined, reveal 4 situation that the general 
public finds alarming. 


1. “Human resources are in a free-fall.” Since 1990, 
personnel cuts affecting some 50,000 posts amount to 
“veritable bloodletting,” and in 1993, three-quarters of 
all those discharged from the Armed Forces are from the 
Army alone, making it a “hair-shirt” outfit. For officers 
remaining in uniform, “worsening constraints,” com- 
bined with more and more foreign interventions but 
particularly “the perpetual of reorganizing” 
units that began at the end of the Algerian war, have 
resulted in a “over-mobility” of personnel that is detri- 
mental to their professional and private life (10 percent 
of all officers have chosen to live as bachelors so that 
their wives may continue to work). In the absence of 
adequate means to compensate for these limitations, the 
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standard of living of military men is deteriorating 
despite “an alleged upgrading program” that has not 
prevented a substantial drop in their purchasing power. 


2. “A crisis in military service.” At a time when it needs 
qualified personnel because of the technological revolu- 
tion in equipment, “the Army is where most nonvolun- 
teer enlisted men end up, being assigned troops only 
after the best of the lot are skimmed off for civilian jobs 
relating to national military service or the other branches 
of the Armed Forces.” Nearly 82 percent of the so-called 
lower-level enlisted men, who have both academic and 
social handicaps, are taken in by the Army, which might 
explain why it has four times the number of cases of 
“unsuitable (delinquent) conduct™ than the other 
branches of the service. Vincon contrasts this “down- 
grading of military service” in the Army—even its “dis- 
affection”—with what he calls “the benefits given to a 
privileged handful” serving in civilian jobs and the 
better paid areas of national military service. 


3. “A lack of organization of units.” In addition to 
greater mobility of personnel, the reorganization 
underway results in “a lack of organization” of units and 
“an encumbered operational capability” im an Army that 
in 1994 will be reduced to nine divisions (compared with 
13 in 1990) and two major commands (vs five). Profes- 
sional and semi-professional units remain governed by 
the principle of immediate availability. However, since 
10-month service was instituted, units mainly made up 
of conscripts and subject to what 1s called “differentiated 
operational availability” are practically “put on the back 
burner” between call-ups. The RPR senator from Cher 
strongly disapproves of “the principle of a spotty Army” 
in which units made up of recruits are available only five 
or six months a year when they have reached an accept- 
able level of training. 


4. “Excessive foreign engagement.” France is partici- 
pating in seven of the United Nations’ 13 on-going 
missions. The Army supplies no less than 7,970 Blue 
Helmets, and when one adds its permanent detachments 
in Africa (6,570) and those based in the Overseas 
Departments and Territories (11,640), some 26,180 
troops are serving abroad, |! percent of all personnel. 
Africa and the United Nations comprise the equivalent 
of the Daguet Division that served in the Gulf war and, 
with negligible differences, a troop level comparable to 
the number of posts eliminated in 1993 as a result of the 
policy of military cutbacks. However, Vincon notes, that 
engagement is often based on “a confusion of types” of 
missions, demonstrated by “the sad illustration” of the 
former Yugoslavia, where military intervention is com- 
bined with humanitarian action. In 1993, the infantry 
spent an additional 3 billion francs on the mission, 
equivalent to what it spends annually on manufacturing 
tanks or the total Cobra program, the so-called counter- 
battery radar used to pinpoint enemy launchers. 


5. “A problematical redeployment of personnel.” The 
Army's needs in terms of higher-ranking personnel 
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(officers, noncommissioned officers, and contracted per- 
sonnel) are substantial. In order to meet these needs, 
following the example of what has already happened in 
foreign armed forces, “major financial sacrifices” will 
have to be made. This is borne out by the fact thai 
two-thirds of the crews for the Leclerc tank and the 
multiple rocket launchers are professional soldiers (vs a 
fourth for the materiel mey replace) and that, hence- 
forth, helicopters will be loted by officers. Today, over 
40 percent of the German Army, which uses the draft, is 
made up of officers! By the end of the decade, the French 
Army hopes to raise its own figure from 29 to 32 percent, 


generally speaking, a modest ambition! 


Vocational Crisis 


Nevertheless, unless the practice of “clear cutting” is 
continued in the ranks of the enlisted, is that goal not out 
of reach? Vincon observes that in the near future, “a 
vocational crisis in the military” is not to be ruled out. 
He sees what he terms an underrecruitment of lower- 
ranking oficers, a situation created by “blatantly exces- 
sive cuts” that could hurt the careers of those already in 
the service Moreover, at the most recent Saint-Cyr 
[French muitary academy] competition, he observed an 
increase (some 29 percent of the candidates accepted) in 
the number of withdrawals preceding admission! 


6. “Training gravely mortgaged.” If military service is to 
be made attractive, it must be upgraded and infused with 
new interest. However, the RPR senator from Cher rails 
against inadequate allocations for fuel and munitions 
used in training. If minimum needs for firing practice are 
to be met, it will be necessary to draw upon reserve war 
stock by 1994 or even as early as 1993. Likewise, credits 
for field exercises using weapons and full equipment 
have been cut. 


Backed by his diagnosis, the Senate reporter issues a 
warning to the government: “The political decision- 
maker 1s faced with two options,” he predicts. Either 
“our foreign interventions will be revised downward in 
keeping with the real level of our Armed Forces’ means,” 
or there must be “a substantial upward modification in 
the defense budget.” In truth, he views the latter as a 
solution “little in keeping with the reigning budget 
austerity.” 


Editorial on Impact of Falloux Dispute on 
Cohabitation 


BR2112094193 Paris LE FIGARO in French 18-19 Dec 
93ipl 


[Editorial by Michel Schifres: “Subtle Game™] 


[Text] Francors Mitterrand has a long memory. Hoping 
probably that history will repeat iiself, he is returning to 
the scenario which he used in December 1986 during the 
first period of cohabitation. He is limiting his attack on 
the government to a specific subject —the Devaquet plan 
in the past, the Falloux law [law limiting local authority 
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funding of private school real estate] today. He is deliv- 
ering it to a chosen audience—the students’ delegates in 
the past, the state sector teachers’ delegates today. He 1s 
making it on a particular day—a day of demonstrations 
in 1993 asin 1986. And, as if the symbol was not enough, 
he has no hesitation in exaggerating: He is asserting that 
the Vedel mission's duty to show impartiality required 
that it should visit “all the public and private establish- 
ments in which children are threatened or in danger'™ 


It is not the president's views which are shocking— 
nobody will criticize him for having an opinion—but 
more the systematic nature of the method. It is a clever 
game and is used with relish. It consists of juggling with 
hopes and winning over the discontent, provided there 
are enough of them. 


This new hitch in cohabitation, after the Pasqua law on 
illegal immigration, will only come as a surprise to the 
naive: Even when it is cloaked in velvet, it 1s primarily a 
balance of power and the head of state will give his camp 
the necessary boost whenever he deems it to be possible. 
The fact that members of the state sector are mobilizing 
and some people here and there are condemning the 
expeditious nature of the vote on the Falloux law, is 
enough for the head of state to perk up and be ready to 
resume the role of an opposing power. When you are 
weak, you take any opportunity. 


The aim, therefore, is not so much to challenge as to 
undermine the other authority, not so much to harangue 
as to sow doubt, not so much to take up arms as to create 
trouble. Thus those who are dissatisfied are being given 
hope, while counting on the fact that the opponent will 
succumb through clumsiness or will be consumed by a 
cleverly tended fire. All this is done under the cover of 
the dignity of the office and authority of the wise man. 
This is a fault of many politicians: To believe that there 
is only one way to force destiny and to repeat what may 
have succeeded at other times. 


There is often just a small step from a fault to an error of 
judgment. First, Edouard Balladur has just emerged 
from the GATT test with an indisputable political suc- 
cess. Second, the opinion oolls are still also particularly 
favorable to him and the Frvnch people's confidence 1s a 
defense against which attac’» have so far floundered. 


But the profile of the ideal cohabitant won the prime 
minister some criticism, especially among his natural 
supporters. So much so that it is by no means certain that 
the head of state's criticisms of a law resolutely desired 
by the majority will damage him. This is another rule of 
cohabitation: It must be played skillfully because too 
brutal an assault can do more harm to the assailant than 
to the assailed. 
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GEC Alsthom Wins Hong Kong Rail-Signals 
Contract 

AU2112164893 Paris AFP in English 1600 GMT 21 
Dec 93 


{Text} Paris, Dec 21 (AFP)}—GEC Alsthom Group has 
won a 60-million-ECU contract to renovate signals on a 
Hong Kong rail line, the Anglo-French group announced 
here on Tuesday [21 December]. 


It said the order was put in by Kowloon Canton Railway 
Corp. and calls for supplying a new integrated signal 
system replacing existing equipment on the line between 
Kowloon and Lo Wu, at the Chinese border. 


ACEC Transport, the Belgian subsidiary of GEC 
Alsthom, will be project manager and responsible for 
design of and supplying inspection and protection equip- 
ment. Equipment for the computerized switching station 
will be made by GEC Alsthom Signalling Limited, in the 
UK. 


The new system is to be operational in mid-1996. 


Growing Unemployment Among Young Reported 
94E-S$0173A Paris LE MONDE in French 1 Dec 93 p 2! 


{Article by Al. L.: “Unemployment Among Young Con- 
tinues To Rise”) 


[Text] Declining Job Market 


The experimental quarterly survey conducted by INSEE 
[National Institute of Statistics and Economic Studies] 
shows that between September of 1992 and 1993, the 
unemployment rate among men under the age of 25 rose 
from 19.8 to 22.2 percent, while the rate for young 
women went from 29.5 to 31.3 percent. In other words, 
it continues to get worse. Nevertheless, the Institute of 
Statistics reminds us that interpreting such trends “is 
touchy, given all the intangibles involved im sampling,” 
and points to the “stability” of unemployment among 
young people during the period. It further emphasizes 
that the rate of activity among those under 25 has 
declined, dropping from 44.2 percent for men (37.7 for 
young women) to 39.7 percent (31.3 for young women). 
Actually, it observes, probably as a result of the fact that 
students are staying in school longer, the active popula- 
tion has apparently declined by 120,000 from one year to 
the next, while the number of those gainfully employed is 
said to have dropped by 250,000 in 12 months. 


Except for this conclusion, which would ordinarily be 
justified, almost all other available indicators point to 
growing unemployment among those under the age of 
25, but particularly among the men. The “bar” of the 
long-term unemployed exceeded | million in August, a 
figure confirmed in September, the second disturbing 
sign recorded in recent months. The worsening unem- 
ployment rate 1s wreaking havoc in all sectors and no one 
is safe. 
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The Ministry of Labor's monthly statistics at the end of 
September reflect an increase over the preceding year of 
14.8 percent for young men and 3.9 percent for young 
women. In addition, data recorded by the Ministry's 
Research Department point to an upward trend begin- 
ning somewhere around September-October of 1992. At 
that time, the number of men under the age of 25 looking 
for jobs exceeded 300,000 in corrected figures. By 
a eee ew ome 
to J b 


Finally, an annual breakdown shows that the situation 
has continued to deteriorate, even after hitting a record 
low in 1990. At that time, some 626,000 young people 
were unemployed at the end of the month. Only eight 
months into 1993, we have siready reached 707,000! 
Unfortunately, while lower thas the 1986 figure of 
894,000, it does not augur well. 


The increase being unavoidable, we must find the rea- 
sons, which are diverse. No matter what INSEE says, the 
number of those coming on the labor market is far 
higher, not than in the fall of 1993, but of 1992, even 
though the market was said to be recovering. Still har- 
boring illusions induced by the recovery of previous 
years, young people got caught in the trap, a major 
explanation for the increase in long-term unemployment 
(over a year) seen in that age bracket. 


No One Taken In 


In addition, as all available figures show, the various 
measures taken to boost the employment of young 
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people are benefiting fewer and fewer, whether such 
measures be linked with the social handling of unem- 
ployment or whether. through exemptions granted, they 
support hiring. In terms of government action, means of 
waging the fight have suffered personne! cutbacks, as in 
the case of the CFI (Individualized Training Credit) 
starting in 1992, the PAQUE program starting in the 
summer of 1993, or other types of traning. Redirected 
toward the long-term adult unemployed, the CES 
(employment-solidarity contracts). That came on the 
heels of the TUC [collective utility work] have suffered a 
decline that is visible in the drop in the number of 
contracts paid for at the end of the month (down 10,000 
yt March). The total shoriage 1s somewhere around 


However, the most disturbing factor of all comes from 
the private sector, which, because of the economic situ- 
ation, can no longer be taken in by the benefits of hiring 
mcentives. Despite all the rhetoric, apprenticeships con- 
tinue to dwindle (down 5,000 since December 1992). 
Promised some reform in the extension of Michel 
Giraud’s five-year law, training and adaptation contracts 
are 16,000 behind the December 1992 scores. Finally, 
the “exo-youth” formula, once so successful that i 
“cannibalized™ other plans, 1s m a decline. In 1992, 
115,000 young people were hired by business, compared 
with only 50,000 for the first exght rnonths of 1993. All of 
which tends to prove that between the wait for the new 
provisions announced and the bad economic situation, 
all elements are working against the employment of 
young people, particularly since the old measures still mm 
force unfortunately no longer seem to please the Balladur 
government. 
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Martinazzoli on Alliance of Moderates 


BR2012153793 Milan IL GIORNALE in Italian 19 Dec 
93 p 2 


[Interview with Mino Martinazzoli, secretary of the 
Christian Democratic Party, by Letizia Moizzi, near 
Brescia on 18 December: “Segni Is Now Our Only 
Interlocutor’™”} 


[Text] Brescia—“Hey, fellows, did you know that Ber- 
lusconi visited Martinazzoli at his office; you should 
have seen the number of official cars and carabinieri 
about! What a brouhaha!” The sume old “Tabla,” that is, 
the League’s Senator Francesco Tabladini. He arrived at 
the meeting with his party colleagues, all ready to choose 
a new chairman for the Lombardy League, ALY - 
near Brescia, and announced the news gleefully. He 
geologist who blushes when people call him 
Martinazzolian,” was in the office below, lodging 
oe on oe ee official cars 
blocking the traffic. He protested to the carabinieri, 
summoned the police to remove those “big cars which 
are Causing an obstruction.” AA when he entered the bar 
in the same street, in the old “art of town, he heard about 
the meeting: “You have ¢ ,0sen the wrong target this 
time,” he was told. “those are Berlusconi's cars!” 
“Tabla” proceeded to investigate, and verified that it 
was all true. 


The DC [Christian Democratic Party] secretary also 
confirmed it at 4 p.m. [1500 GMT] and gave an account 
of his conversation with Berlusconi, as he sat on a couch 
at his modest home near the Mompaiano stadium. 


[Moizzi] Mr. Martinazzoli, will the alliance of all ivberal 
democratic moderates, both Catholic and non-Catholic, 
flourish? 


[Martinazzoli] l am forming the People’s Parity, which is 
a nonconfessional party of Christian leanings and liberal 
democratic institutional principles. Those who accept 
this will stay with me, those who do not accept it will 
leave. | will not try to drag them back. 


{Moizzi] But that will make it rather difficult to find 
joint candidates to achieve a broader alliance of moder- 
ates. 


{Martinazzoli] | aim to resolve the candidates issue by 
striving to find a new leadership class, | would have to be 
stupid not to realize that the present one lacks credi- 
bility. But I cannot go around lialy putting together 
things that are not together because they are different. 


[Moizzi] Do you consider Silvio Berlusconi's party dif- 
ferent, too? 


* 


{Martinazzoli] i told Mr. Berlusconi that he can of course 
do whatever he wants: If he creates a party that is not in 
tune with mine, we will not come together. My party was 
formed in 1919. In 1923 many deputies of my party went 
with Mussolini, but the founder, Luigi Sturzo, preferred 
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to go into exile, and 20 years later working class Catho- 
lics, partly thanks to him, resumed the path of democ- 
racy. | admit that all this may seem romantic, but I like 
romanticism, whereas I do not like hyperrealists and the 
politics of convenience. 

[Moizzi] But at the moment you do not have many 
interlocutors. 

{Martinazzoli] Our sole interlocutor at present is Segni. 
And he would be even more so if he had not wasted a 
year wandering about in quest of improbable allies. | 
suggested to him that he stand as a candidate for the 
mayorship of Rome. We would have made that major 
challenge a possibility. 


[Moizzi] But do you really consider Berlusconi's party 
irreconcilable with your own? 


[Martinazzoli] No, because I do not yet know what that 
which you journalists call Berlusconi's party will be like. 
If it materializes, it must state its nature, with whom it 
wishes to side, and what it intends to do. I do not 
consider it enough to say that you do not want Occhetto. 
1 told him this frankly this morning, and I think that he 
will ponder it. 

[Moizzi] What about the League? 


[Martinazzoli] No, it cannot be my ally. First, because it 
says that it is an alternative to the DC. Second, because 
I cannot be on the samme side as someone who, at an 
important congress, states bluntly that neither | nor you 
can call ourselves Italians any more. It is necessary to 
recover votes that must not go to Occhetto. I too am 
aware that the DC is bowed under the burden of events 
that are being clarified sn the courts at present, I know it. 


[Moizzi} And what about Fini? 


[Martinazzoli] The issue does not arise with Fini, 
because there is no affinity at all. 


{Moizzi} So there are more “noes” than “yeses.” 


{Martinazzoli] | repeat: The fact is that politics must 
become responsible again. We raust not promise “yeses” 
that subsequently become “noes” if the foundations on 
which they rest are not completely clear and honest. 


[Moizzi] Will you actually form this People’s Party at 
last? 


[Martinazzolij In January I will attend a meeting of 
former Christian Democcats, and | will tell them: This is 
the People’s Party's program, this is its line, this is its 
#» Tabol; let those who want to join do so. | did not invent 
its line; it was established by the assembly in July. There 
is nO turning back. 


[Moizzi] Meanwhile, all around you people are filled 
with fears and plans for personal reckonings. 


{Martinazzoli] | can understand the problem concerning 
the choice of individuals, but personal anxieties cannot 
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be translated into political options. This does not apply 
so much to the “centrists” and the “left” because | am 
the center: It 1s | who am being challenged, not Rosy 
Bind: or others. 

[Moizzi] Will you be presenting candidates at the same 
time as the new party? 


[Martinazzoli] Obviously, because | think that we will 
suddenly find the elections en top of us. I say “suddenly” 
because people are not considering the huge problem 
that we are creating—that of unloading onto the next 
parliament all the problems concerning the institutsonal 
order that we have been unable or unwilling to resolve. 
But nobody wants to talk about this danger and these 
serious matters: They only want to talk about the elec- 
tions, and | cannot swim against the tide. 


{[Moizzi] Can you not go against the tide by bringing 
several forces together” 


[Martinazzoli} Yes, if these forces have a common pro- 
gram. The arithmetical theory that two plus two plus two 
makes six does not apply in politics. This is why it is 
better that those who want to proceed together sit down 
together round a table, talk, and establish common 
ground. Then we can start moving. 


Buttiglione Said Ready To Lead DC 
93ES00183A Rome IL MESSAGGERO in Italian 12 
Dec 93 p 4 


[Interview with Rocco Buttighone by Picro Testoni in 
Brescia; date not given: “If Mino Calls, | Am Ready™] 


[Text] The philosopher whom many would like to see at 
the helm of the Popular Party speaks: “But no battles over 
naming the candidate for secretary.” Buttiglhone “1 
would lead the new DC but we must all remain united.” 


Brescia—A disarming smile hides both the embarrass- 
ment and the tenacity of the “professor” in the face of 
the impertinent question. It takes but a moment for 
Martinazzoli’s favorite protege to recompose himself, 
He rolls his eyes and carefully articulates his words: “Me 
secretary of the new DC?” 


[Testoni] No, Professor Buttighone, of the Popular Party 
that will be formed in January. Don't you know you are 
running that risk? 


[Buttighone] | really do not know. My only concern 1s 
that we remain united because we still have a decisive 
role to play in this country; on the other hand, divided, 
we would destroy ourselves. | joined this adventure to 
help Martinazzoli, and if one day he were to ask this of 
me, | would do it. But let us not divide ourselves over the 


name of a party secretary. 


[Testoni] What has frightened you the most about this 
adventure thus far? 
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[Buttighone] The imtensity of the personal hatreds that 
porson the political dialogue and make ut difficult to 
bring together choices and attitudes that often can, and 
must, be put back togethcr. 


[Testoni] And how would you hold together Rosy Bindi's 
issues with the moderate viewpoint of Casini and of the 
critical element within the party’ 


[Buttighone] There 1s great merit in some of the things 
Bindi says, for example, the need for a new party that is 
not just the old one with a new coat of paint, im the full 
knowledge that this would require many personal sacri- 
fices, which certainly should be asked for a little more 
with a little more grace. Help from everyone, im other 
words, with the understanding that if someone says they 
are available, they do not get offended if their help 1s not 
used in the same way i was offered. 


[Testoni] Are we talking about a Popular Party that leans 
to the left? 


[Buttighone] lt 1s a party that by its very nature cannot 
help but be attentive to the needs of the poor but that 
als~ must not get caught up in the rhetoric without trying 
to find new ideas for a more efficient solidarity. And lei 
me make it clear that, on this issue, the PDS [Democratic 
Party of the Left] is the adversary. 


[Testoni] Therefore, Professor, we have post-Christian 
Democrats on one side and the PDS on the other” 


[Buttighone] | am saying that the PDS is the adversary in 
areas in which there is a different comprehension of 
fundamental themes. such as the policies concerning the 
farnily and the very way social unrest is managed, which 
certainly cannot be ignored. Above all, there is the 
danger of an alliance between the nation’s moncy and 
the PDS, which would dump the deficits and bankrupt- 
cies of some of the large industrial dynasties on the state 
and the banking system. And not only that, but there is 
the danger of a culturally homogencous information 
system totally dominated by the ESPRESSO- 
REPUBBLICA group, which has gained control of over 
half of the public media and would like to oust Ber- 
lusconi from the private sector. 


[Testoni] Except that the PDS has been much more 
skillful than the old DC at making alliances. 


[Testoni] | think more about making alliances with 
significant social groups rather than with parties. There- 
fore, | am looking at the lay groups as a cultural reality of 
the country—those of them who do wot have an anti- 
Roman Catholic vision of the lay state and are concerned 
with preserving the institutional balances on which eco- 
nomic development is dependent. Then I look at Segni 
and, above all, at the voters. 


[Testoni] Which ones? 


[Buttighone] We are an alternative to the PDS but we are 
not forcign to its electoral pool, which for the most part 
wants a plan for feasible reforms—in other words, it 
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wants a solidarity that does not turn everything into a 
marketplace. We wi'l also look at the Lega voters who for 
the most part certainly desire more autonomy, as 
opposed to Bossi’s federalism. And when they do call for 
federalism, they have in mind the organizational form 
that we ourselves could accept. 


[Testoni] Who is your most dangerous opponent? 


[Buttighone] Ourselves, in the sense that our tradstional 
detects could ruin us. Our political platform is strong 
and correct and corresponds to the real needs of \\he 
country. If we can manage to state it in a clear, credilile 
fashion, the people will accept it. The time of “Vote DC 
and you will not have to pay taxes” is over. The problein 
that remains is the moral integrity of the party and 
putting an end to the internal bickering. We must use our 
energies to make oui “elves knowr, to the country rather 


than to fight against our own DC adversary. 


[Testoni] You are painting the picture of a DC that is 
betting on the future of the country. 


[Buttighone] Because it 1s only by betting in advance on 
that future that we can win and by combining solidarity 
and efficiency in a new model that we have. Listen, the 
wind is in our favor, all we have to 4o is raise our sails. 
But aren't we aware of the last clec con outcome’ A little 
less than half the Italians did not want the left wing and 
so they ended up voting for the Lega and the MSI [Italian 
Social Movement]. One quarter did not vote for any- 
thing, and half of those who chose the lefi did so out of 
fear of the right. There is a glaring necessity for a serious 
alternative in the center. A Popular Party «ill tnus be 
cre’ st will be totally consistent with the DC 
ide. _afly but will be a complete break from it on an 
orga_azational and policy level. 


[Testoni} Professor, aren't you thinking of drawing some 
votes from the MS!” 


[Buttiglione] In too many cases, those who voted for the 
MSI fear the supremacy of the left and feel it is oppres- 
sive. But that superiority can be opposed by a better. 
winning resistance. Due to the weakening of the center, 
the left was able to win, because with the center split, the 
right may profit, but the left wins big. 


[Testoni] Let's talk about Martinazzoli. What is his 


[Buttighione] As one of the few active politicians who 
combines culture and politics, he should be clearer and 
more decisive. He should trust his own judgment more 
and worry less about what others are saying. Maybe it 
would be good for him to teach for a while in a U.S. 
university where anytime the students do not understand 


they stop you. 
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MSI's Fini Gives Status of National Alliance 
Efforts 


£R2012155293 Milan IL GIORNALE in Italian 19 Dec 
93 p 2 


[2enort by Giuseppe Musmarra: “Fini: “Enough Equiv- 
von] 


[Text] Rome—Equivocators? No, thanks. There is so 
franco Fini cannot stand it any more. The MSI [Italian 
Social Movement] secretary, following the turning point 
at the Fosse Ardeatinec, has made up his mind: The 
National Alliance, the new cartel of right-wing forces, is 
ready to accept the cooperation of whoever wants to 
oppose Onchetto and company. On condition that no 
time 1s wested. 

The message 1s addressed to Berlusconi, the League, axd 
the “centrists™ of the DC [Christian Democratic Party]: 
“Let there be an end to the old political games,” the MS! 
secretary said. “Some interlocutors are cooperative, 
while others are contentious and not in earnest. We have 


is Mario Segni: “He is partly on this side, partly on that. 
He is the leader of the commuters for reform.” 


——— 
however. Presenting the National Ailiance dhe ote gor 

at the Ripetta building yesterday, Fini rmed his 
positive verdict on the Fininvest president [Beriusconi], 
a businessman who “considers the advance of the Left a 
deplorable event, and one to be avertea.” However, the 
MSI leader did not conceal some uncertainties: “It 
remains to be seen whether his party, rather than uniting 
energies, ultimately divides them.” The one-way dia- 
logue with the League continued. For some time Fini has 
been making it clear that the MSI would be willing to 
come to an agreement, “as long as the League declares 
that national unity, solidanty, and unity are principles in 
which it believes.” At the same time, however, he again 
rejected any cooperation with “fascists.” Nevertheless, 
Fini returned to the attack, in the knowledge that the 
approach of the election campaign will encourage tic 
anti-Left groups to set their rivalries aside and to seck 
dialogue: “I repeat: Let Bossi accept our demands, in 
which case an understanding will be possible.” 


Pending signs of life from the potential allies, the MSI 
leader 1s making a full commitment to the National 
Alliance venture, in which “the MSI will be just one of 
several subjects.” The task of the new right is to show 
that it is now a government force. Indeed, the MSI leader 
said, “it will never be a party, but a confederation of 
Organizations, associations, individuals, and political 
groups.” Confirming the intention not to try to “over- 
shadow™ the other members of the alignment, loud 
applause grected Pubblio Fior: yesterday. The DC 
[Christian Democratic Party] “heretic,” suspended from 
the party for having supported the MSI candidate in the 
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Rome elections, tried to build a bridge between the right 
and Segni: “But the Rebirth Pact leader must give us 
assurances that he will not join any majority either with 
today’s communists or with yesterday's.” He had some 
harsh words for the last surviving Christian Democrats, 
however: “Martinazzoli, Bodrato, Mattarella, and Rosy 
Bindi,” Fiori said, “have decided to side with the PDS 
[Democratic Party of the Left] in order to remain in the 
country’s leadership, even if that would entail having 
only ag oA deputies in the next legislature and canceling 
out the DC.” 


Meanwhile, the program of the new right is forging ahead 
rapidly. Yesterday Gianfranco Fini announced that on 
22-23 January the MSI will hold an assembly to draw up 
its program. Before that, however, the National Alliance 
will hold its own assembly, “showing that it is not merely 
the MSI in a new guise.” 


Berlusconi Views Political Ambitions, New 
Alliance 


BR2112154993 Rome L’UNITA in Italian 21 Dec 93 p 
6 


[Interview with Silvio Berlusconi by Dario Ceccarelli in 
Milan; date not given: “The Cavalier Looses His 
Patience—‘I Talk of Programs and Nobody Listens“] 


[Text] Milan— All the Berlusconi world is at the Milan 
soccer association party: children in gym suits, parents 
shedding a tear, athletes and soccer players, actors, show 
girls, and the ever-present “Gabibbo” [TV character 
from Channel Five that represents the middle class}. The 
president of Fininvest cannot do without these meetings. 
This is his “electoral” base and his favorite stage. “If you 
knew how many people write to me...,” he tells journal- 
ists in the middle of the Palalido building in Milan which 
is as crowded as a Bombay market. “Lots of people are 
interested in my proposals. Italy has no real political 
reference point.” 


Umberto Smaila, Massimo Boldi, Papin, Massaro 
parade on the stage. Behind them, obviously with a black 
and red [colors of the Milan soccer team] backdrop, are 
the sponsors. The announcer, Cesare Caddeo, names 
them all scrupulously. Berlusconi sits in the first row 
with a child on his knees. Autographs for everybody. 
Many, there are 1,230 children. When the show is over 
Berlusconi is pursued by the reporters. After so much self 
assurance, it now seems the time to use softer tones 
almost as if he is aware of the difficult political match he 
is about to play. 


{Ceccarelli] So, president, what news is there? When will 
you decide to enter the field? 


[Berlusconi] I do not think there is any political news. 
For the time being I am continuing to work in the 
direction that you already know. But all the people that 
I meet show a major interest in alliances only. However, 
when I introduce this in a concrete manner, that is by 
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talking about programs and the country’s needs, I imme- 
diately notice that the level of attention of my audience 
becomes zero. 


[Ceccarelli] So, with whom will you form an alliance? 


[Berlusconi] We will see. Many people are willing, but 
there seem to be no bridges or gangplanks between one 
and the other and so everybody remains confined in 


[Ceccarelli] Where do these obstacles arise? 


[Berlusconi] There are many prejudices on both sides 
that are very far from the real needs of the country. 
However, the ideological premises, which are also 
important and which are based on historical facts that 
are by no means insignificant, prevent the parties that 
would be otherwise be close from communicating. 
Because nobody in contemporary Italy cannot but fight 
for liberty, wealth, and full employment. 


[Ceccarelli] Therefore, you are disappointed. 


[Berlusconi] Well, not really. My morale is sometimes 
low when I notice that everything that is imposed by the 
new majority system is not perceived by the politicians. 
Italy is in dire need of new men and primarily of a new 
class of politicians. People that come from a civil society, 
from universities, from the world of industry. I was 
pleased that even Scalfaro in his speech on Sunday 
emphasized this aspect at least. 


[Ceccarelli] Coming back to alliances, what do you 
propose doing? 


[Berlusconi] I am continuing in my work, but even if this 
search for alliances docs not to lead to a positive solution 
I do not think that I will have wasted my time. For 
example, I think that the change in the isolationist course 
of the Northern League is a good result. To date it had 
always considered it a right thing to race alone and to 
close itself to other parties. 


[Ceccarelli] And what does Bossi say? 


[Berlusconi] Truly the only Bossi I know is the center 
front that plays in the Milan junior team. However, for 
the time being we are still looking for our men. Then 
upon the settling of accounts, it will be the voters who 
will decide who they like. 


[Ceccarelli] By entering into politics will you resign as 
the president of Milan [soccer team]? 


[Berlusconi] I have not decided yet. It would be very 
painful to leave the Milan team. 
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Ciampi Assesses Government Economic 
Achievements 


BR1612160593 Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 16 
Dec 93 p 6 


{Report by Marco Panara: “Ciampi Reports ‘Mission 
Accomplished””] 


[Text] Rome—Mission accomplished. “In a few days’ 
time,” Carlo Azeglio Ciampi said yesterday, “this gov- 
ernment, with the help of parliament, will be able to 
consider that the basic objectives of its program have 
been achieved. It will await the decisions of parliament 
and of the chief of state.” Probably the lower house and 
the Senate will approve the new electoral constituencies 
today, and the Finance Bill is expected to be approved 
Sunday. Then it is up to the president to reach a 
decision. The prime minister nevertheless tried to reas- 
sure economic circles about what will happen next: “This 
does not mean that the government considers that there 
is any lessening of its duty to continue steadily leading 
the economy along the guidelines pursued hitherto. We 
will continue, and will step up, the policies introduced in 
connection with unemployment and economic recovery, 
using all the administrative instruments available within 
the current legislative framework.” 


Ciampi, speaking about the use of the “administrative 
instruments available within the current legislative 
framework,” takes it as read that parliament will be 
dissolved and that the approach to the elections will 
begin. But in his speech yesterday at a conference on 
“Employment and Development,” organized in Rome 
by the cooperative organizations, in which he provided a 
detailed account of what has been done and divided his 
government's activities into two stages, he claimed for 
his government “of experts” a role that has hitherto been 
profoundly political. 


During the first stage, about to end this week, a number 
of structural interventions have been carried out which 
should leave their mark on the country’s life. Ciampi's 
list was not long but significant—from the July agree- 
ment to the improveme:.: of the public budget situation, 
from privatization to the start of the reform of the public 
administration. 


“Macroeconomic policy,” Ciampi said, “centers on the 
agreement signed in July with the social partners. It is to 
the consequent radical change of behavior that we must 
chiefly attribute the fact that an albeit major devaluation 
has had virtually no inflationary repercussions.” At the 
same time the public deficit has been contained: “In 
1993 the primary deficit will be almost 2 percent of 
GDP; Italy is the only European country to have 
improved its public budget situation in a year of reces- 
sion.” A year which has also seen a fall in interest rates: 
“The net yield of a three-year treasury bond was 11.5 
percent in April; by last Tuesday it had fallen to 6.98 
percent.” 
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Alongside the macroeconomic aspect there are two 
“decisive” issues “for citizens’ prospe:.ty and for the 
competitive capacity of the entire production system— 
inefficiency in the public enterprises and the backward- 
ness of the public administration.” “The decision to 
privatize public enterprises,” Ciampi said, “is a very 
significant one. The government regards it, and is imple- 
menting it, independently of any ideological preconcep- 
tions, and has introduced privatization with close atten- 
tion to the specifics of each individual case with regard 
to matters of form and the final solution with regard to 
ownership and controls.” Ciampi described the reform 
of the public administration as “a genuine reform on a 
huge scale aimed at efficiency.” “Without a qualitative 
leap forward in the public services,” the prime minister 
said, “citizens’ dissatisfaction will become explosive, 
and the economy will be the loser.” 


Having completed his review, Ciampi proceed to pro- 
vide explanations. He concentrated mainly on defining 
the path—determined by the combined pressures of the 
need to reduce the public deficit and of the recession— 
that the government decided to pursue in drawing up the 
Finance Bill. “A greater containment of the deficit, apart 
from exacerbating the recessive effect, would inevitably 
require a raising of tax pressure. This would have both 
direct and indirect effects in terms of higher prices. 
Furthermore, it would be unreasonable—in view of the 
budgetary situation—to expect the Finance Bill to intro- 
duce into the economy additional stimuli to demand. 
That would be counterproductive, the hoped-for expan- 
sive effect would be more than nullified by the loss of 
credibility and confidence that a slack budgetary policy 
would cause among economic agents.” 


However, a problem still remains: “The government is 
aware that its efforts to support a recovery in production 
is insufficient to resolve the unemployment problem. It 
is therefore necessary at the same time both to improve 
the conditions of the job supply and to attenuate the 
worst personal and social effects of unemployment.” 
Nevertheless Ciampi was keen to stress that his govern 
ment has transcended the rationale of the welfare state. 
“The government rejects the solution of an economy that 
confines itself to benefiting from a resumption of the 
cycle, that intends to rely on a weak currency and low 
wages. It reyects a model centered on competitive deval- 
uations, tolerance of inflation, a lax attitude to public 
spending, and easy access to money.” 


After the lists and explanations, his final remarks took a 
different tone: “At this difficult time we are inspired by 
a great confidence in Italy and in the patriotic and 
unitary awareness of all Italians. I believe that we are not 
mistaken.” 


Industry Minister Satisfied With EC Steel Accord 


94ES0181B Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 11 Dec 
93 p 47 


[Interview with Paolo Savona, minister of Industry, by 
Franco Papitto, in Brussels; date not given: “Savona, the 
Negotiator, Exults: “Success for the Entire Country’’} 
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[Text] Brussels—/ndustry minister's press conference 
after the EC agreement. 


Paolo Savona was cordial when he met with the journal- 
ists—open and willing to provide all the explanations. 
He had never been like this during the course of these 
difficult and challenging negotiations with the EC for the 
nth revitalizat‘on of the public iron and steel industry 
and its privatiza‘‘on. He does not hide the fact that he is 
pleased. He thanks the experts in his ministry who 
“assisted” him and asks the journalists not to make a 
“personal” success out of this, because the “industry 
minister was fortunate enough not to be alone in this 
undertaking.” Savona tells how Prime Minister Ciampi 
met twice with Delors and how Andreatta not only 
mobilized the Ministry of Foreign Affairs but intervened 
personally when it was necessary. 


The questions rained down on this “unfamiliar” Savona, 
whose contacts with the press in Brussels were often 
disagreeable. The industry minister does not hold back, 
but he wants to go in order, first of all summarizing the 
terms of the accord just signed with Karel Van Miert, 
whom he keeps on referring to as “vice commissioner of 
the EC.” This does not come from a desire to detract 
from the image of the man with whom he has fiercely 
disagreed in the past. Van Miert is a full, not a vice, 
commissioner, and Savona knows it. His collaborators 
urge the journalists “not to look for any significance 
beyond a mistake made due to the tiredness and the 
letdown after the tension of the previous days.” 


{Papitto] Mr. Minister, will Taranto be saved? 


[Savona] The Taranto plant has been saved, just like we 
wanted all along. Two, not three, heating ovens will be 
closed. There will not be any further consequences for 
the already difficult unemployment situation. The agree- 
ment was not easy, but good sense prevailed. 


[Papitto] Why was it so difficult? 


[Savona] The turnaround came when the negotiators 
understood that we were talking seriously and that we 
really did intend to privatize in order to solve, once and 
for all, the problems of our national steel and iron 
industry and to end public financial interventions. We 
had a common objective and only disagreed on how to 
reach it. Once this became clear, once we had reestab- 
lished credibility and trust, it was relatively easy to 
understand each other. 


[Papitto] So, can we finally consider the ILVA [Industry 
for the Production of Steel and Aluminum] incident 
over? 


[Savona] Next Friday, on 17 December, the Cabinet will 
meet, and all the conditions are right for closing the 
chapter on the restructuring of the European iron and 
steel industry. This is what I want, and I am reasonably 
optimistic. Right now, we are meeting to discuss the 
energy policy, but obviously I had various contacts with 
my colleagues who were there in Brussels. I saw my 
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German colleague, Rexrodt, and we had a very construc- 
tive meeting. Everyone, including us, wants it to be 
settled because the iron and steel industry needs a period 
of quiet to restructure. 


[Papitto] The agreement provides that the buyer of the 
Taranto plants will have to close down a half-million-ton 
production capability somewhere else in Italy. Does this 
buyer already exist? 


[Savona] No matter what some newspapers are saying, 
the answer is no. Within a few days the selloff of ILVA 
will be officially announced and everyone can make their 
offers. A well-known international company will help us 
evaluate them, and then we will decide. Everything will 
take place very much “out in the open.” 


[Papitto] How soon will you have completed the priva- 
tization? 


[Savona]With the EC we set the deadline at no later than 
30 June, 1994. But I think it would be reasonable to 
expect the problem to be resolved by the end of Feb- 
ruary. In order for it to work, the company must be able 
to move as quickly as possible within a framework of 
certainties with regard to its new ownership position. 


[Papitto] Will it be necessary to return to Brussels to 
complete the process, maybe to establish whether the 
price of ILVA’s shares is acceptable? 


[Savona] No. As you know, the EC has accepted the 
premuse that the 500 billion lire of tax credits listed as 
assets at ILVA do not represent state assistance but are 
an actual company credit. This gives us enough room to 
maneuver. 


[Papitto] Once the ILVA chapter has been closed with 
the EC, could other problems come up as the privatiza- 
tions go along? Do you foresee other tense moments? 


[Savona] ILVA is not the first privatization. The selloff 
of Dalmine is winding up. All we need is the decision 
from the European antitrust services, because the buyer, 
Mannesmann, is such a big company. In this case, there 
were no problems. There were big problems with EFIM 
[Manufacturing Industry Holding and Financial Com- 
pany], but we reached an exemplary undersianding with 
the Commission. We will go ahead with it and see what 
happens. Of course, we are going to have to define better 
what 1s meant by government subsidies within the EC. 
For example, loans given to a company by a public bank 
cannot be equated with assistance, like the Commission 
does. 


PDS’s Occhetto Explains Vote for Finance Bill 


BR2012160593 Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 
19-20 Dec 93 p § 


[Report by Elena Polidori: “PDS too Signs Finance 
Bill—Occhetto: a Yes in Support of a Change of Gov- 
ernment” } 
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[Excerpts] Achille Occhetto [Democratic Party of the 
Left (PDS) secretary] joined in voting for the 1994 
Finance Bill, supporting it in order to smooth the path 
for early elections and to promote “conditions for an 
immediate change of government.” His “yes” was the 
most significant event of an exhausting debate and a vote 
which concluded with the following count: 276 for, 49 
against and 35 abstentions. 


The PDS secretary was speaking next-but-last on the 
long list of “vote declarations”—and suddenly he was 
proposing himself to lead the government which would 
see “a large alliance of forces of progress.” In his words: 
“It is to these forces, and among them the Democratic 
Party of the Lefi, that will fall the arduous task of 
guaranteeing the democratic government of this country, 
squeezed between the threat of political and moral 
bankruptcy and that of adventure or of a jump in the 
dark.” [passage omitted] 


There was satisfaction on the PDS benches, already 
expressed during Occhetto’s speech. The secretary's 
words were welcomed with applause when he stated that 
he wished to support the bill more for its political 
value—that of an essential milestone toward the elec- 
tions and the change of government—than for its tech- 
nical value and its substance. Occhetto warned that his 
evaluation of the Finance Bill “was extremely cautious.” 
Certainly, there was convergence on the important polit- 
ical item of the public finances and reduction of the debt. 
“But (nis is not enough to cancel out our dissatisfaction 
at a series of problems.” Education, in particular, “the 
autonomy and the prospects for reform of which still 
appear to be in doubt.” Then it was pensions: “We are 
still too far from the full affirmation of elementary 
demands of equity and solidarity.” Then, “above every- 
thing else,” employment. “All the measures taken appear 
structurally unsatisfactory. This Finance Bill demon- 
strates only too clearly how fragile and precarious 1s the 
link between restruciuring and public expenditure on the 
one hand, and the redirecting of investments, 
relaunching the economy and ecological and environ- 
mental sensitivity on the other.” 
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And yet the PDS said yes, whilst in the Chamber the 
deputies came and went, Budget Minister Luigi 
Spaventa ran across to Palazzo Chigi [government seat] 
to approve the latest, the umpteenth, tax change, and it 
was said—but then turned out to be untrue—that per- 
haps [Prime Minister] Carlo Azeglio Ciampi might 
arrive for the final reply. It was a question, Occhetto 
explained, of “intellectual honesty.” It was a known fact 
that the government “given the limits of its mandate,” 
would have been unable to come up with proposals to 
solve the major economic and social questions “which 
are possible only within a framework which can and 
must last.” For this reason it would have been “an 
ungenerous sham” to look for “the behavior of a legis- 
lative government from an executive to whom we, and 
others, entrust essentially the function of not lasting, of 
carrying us, on new bases, to the elections.” 


Therefore yes. Because the main objective was “to turn 
the page with a new parliament and a new government,” 
led by a “major alliance of forces of progress.” “Only 
such an alliance,” he explained, “will be able to trigger 
off strategies of progress and innovation, confronting the 
major problem of our economy and our democracy, 
which is also the big problem of the European economy 
and democracy: that of employment, employment, and 
again employment.” 


The vote in favor was therefore “an act of responsibil- 
ity.” The PDS was conscious of “having to assume a 
burden, even for those who today prefer to vote against.” 
And this was also the concluding act in the work of a 
government “which has assumed as its fundamental task 
that of leading the way to a new stage in the republic's 
life.” And, above everything else, “we are committed, 
from now on, as are all progressive forces, to ensuring the 
achievement, through the elections, of an alliance of 
progress leading the country.” 


The ten minutes available came to an end. Now was the 
time to vote. The chamber approved. The last word lay 
with the senztor from Naples who concluded the session 
with a thank you to everyone for having worked hard, 
and on Saturday, into the bargain. “It was,” he said 
“once again the best response to recurrent campaigns, 
not of legitimate criticism but of tendentious opposition 
to the parliamentary institution.” 
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President Interviewed on EEA, EU Positions 


AU2012143693 Hamburg DER SPIEGEL in German 
20 Dec 93 pp 122-125 


[Interview with President Flavio Cotti by an unidenti- 
fied DER SPIEGEL reporter; place and date not given: 
“Jump on the Ship”) 


[Text] [DER SPIEGEL] Mr. Federal Councilor, it has 
been a year now since the Swiss rejected joining the 
European Economic Area (EEA) in a referendum. Has 
this solo action hurt the Swiss? 


[Cotti] The EEA is not yet in force. One cannot prove 
any direct damage. However, now we have to cultivate 
close contacts with all countries in Europe so as to 
prevent Switzerland from falling into isolation. 


[DER SPIEGEL] In your latest report on foreign policy, 
you stick to accession to the European Union despite all 
resistance. How do you propose to persuade the people? 


[Cotti] There is no doubt that this will entail a lot of 
persuasion. Standing aside has spared us from two wars 
this century; this experience is deeply rooted in us. 
However, we can secure lasting independence only 
through cooperation with others. 


{DER SPIEGEL] How long is the process of rethinking 
going to take? Are you not afraid that Switzerland will 
miss the opportunity to join Europe? 


[Cotti] I do not believe that we will be too late and will 
suffer disadvantages because of that. European unifica- 
tion is a protracted process; there 1s still a lot to be done. 
However, naturally we have to pai ‘icipate as early as 
possible. 

[DER SPIEGEL] The majority of the Swiss still doubt 
that membership in the European Union is at all neces- 
sary for your country. How realistic is the idea that 
Switzerland can forever remain an island of the blessed, 
economically flourishing and politically independent? 


[Cotti] We are not an island of the blessed. This country 
achieves about half of its GNP abroad. European Union 
decisions affect us, too. However, we want to share 
responsibility and have our say without arrogance in 
what the future Europe is going to be like. 


[DER SPIEGEL] Membership in the European Union 
means each state giving up part of its sovereignty. Is this 
not more difficult for the Swiss than for others? 


{Cotti] Yes, because in our country sovereignty is a term 
that people experience and exercise directly in many 
referendums. Therefore, many citizens have difficulties 
with transferring part of their rights to a body that stands 
above the state. In return, we get equal rights in every 
respect concerning participation in Brussels. In addition, 
the European Union will hopefully move increasingly 
toward decentralization, federalism, and subsidiarity. 
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{DER SPIEGEL] After the failure of your European 
policy a year ago, you are now counting on bilateral 
negotiations with Brussels. Does this not harbor the 
danger of standing there empty-handed in the end? 


[Cotti] The bilateral path corresponds to the current will 
of the people, to which we are committed without any ifs 
or buts. Brussels is not treating us condescendingly, as a 
petitioner. 


[DER SPIEGEL] However, Switzerland will not be able 
to make do without very definite concessions. 


[Cotti] The European Union hopes for alleviations in 
transit traffic, for free access to our labor market, and for 
the reduction of trade barriers for some agricultural 


products. 


[DER SPIEGEL] Can you really foresee the Swiss ever 
agreeing to a treaty that guarantees full freedom of 
movement to all working people from the European 
Union? 


[Cotti] Already now our country offers citizens of the 
European Unien more jobs than practically all other 
European countries. Far more than | million foreigners 
live and work in our country, and we have about 7 
million inhabitants. Therefore, we point out in all friend- 
ship that we accept far more people than the FRG, even 
though the FRG is very generous. Nevertheless, we are, 
of course, willing to negotiate. 


[DER SPIEGEL} In the end, you must be sure that the 
result will also be approved by the people. Any treaty 
that you conclude with Brussels can be thrown out by a 
referendum. 


[Cotti] There is no certainty. When we suggest some- 
thing, we never know whether someone is going to 
organize a referendum. And when this happens, we do 
not know whether it will be successful. This is simply 
part of Switzerland's political culture: The people have 
the last word. 


[DER SPIEGEL] However, with this you strain the 
patience of your negotiating partners in Brussels. Swit- 
zerland can hardly afford another refusal. 


[Cotti] | would even understand a certain impatience in 
Brussels. However, our friends know our political 
system. 


[DER SPIEGEL] The European Union is showing itsclf 
not necessarily in its best form at the moment. Evea in 
the EFTA [European Free Trade Association] states who 
are willing to join it—Norway, Sweden, Finland and 
Austria—skepticism is growing. Does this also make 
your work to convince the people more difficult? 


{Cotti] Certainly. In certain circles the current situation 
of the European Union gives rise to the question of how 
useful it is to join an organization that is standing so 
precariously. 
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[DER SPIEGEL] What is your response? 


[Cotti] The discussions on the future of Europe within 
the European Union are normal and necessary. After all, 
they show how great the leeway for shaping the European 
Union still is. The next few years will be decisive in the 
development of the European Union. Therefore, we 
want to have our say. I advise the Swiss not to let the 
European ship pass by just because its rigging is not to 
everybody's liking. Rather, we should jump on it quickly 
and shape it and steer it, together with all like-minded 
people, in such a way that we, too, feel comfortable on it. 


[DER SPIEGEL] So, you would stick to the goal of 
joining the European Union even if Norway or Austria 
were to refrain? 


[Cotti] We would certainly not change our goals. How- 
ever, naturally, our people's attitude would be strongly 
influenced by that. It is not conceivable that a negative 
decision in Austria, for instance, would not rub off on 
Switzerland. 


[DER SPIEGEL] Will Switzerland be the last country in 
Western Europe to join the European Union? 


[Cotti] This is a political lottery in which | would prefer 
not to participate. 


[DER SPIEGEL] The principle of deciding one’s own 
fate alone, which has characterized Switzerland's history 
from early on, has also characterized Switzerland's neu- 
trality. Is this a powerful obstacle to European integra- 
tion? 


[Cotti] Neutrality is rooted very deeply in Swiss aware- 
ness. Already in the Westphalian Peace of 1648, when 
the Swiss Confederacy for the first time had its indepen- 
dence confirmed in writing, this position was set down. 
And in 1815 the Vienna Congress confirmed the 
maxim—as “being in Europe's interest,” as it was said. 
However, the concept has been interpreted differently 
again and again... 


[DER SPIEGEL] ...depending on the political opportu- 
nity? 


[Cotti] Depending on necessity. For instance, in the 
1950's the government was convinced that neutrality 
prohibited joining the Council of Europe. Participation 
in economic sanctions, for instance against Serbia, 
would have been out of the question in the past. This has 
changed. 


[DER SPIEGEL] Recently Helmut Kohl asked in Aus- 
tria against whom neutrality could still be directed 
nowadays. What would you answer as a Swiss? 


(Cotti] There is no doubt that neutrality must be seen in 
a new light after the dissolution of rigid blocs. However, 
a common European security policy is not in sight. Our 
neutrality has never been directed against anyone. It has 
always served as a basis for our mediation offers, for 
good services. 
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[DER SPIEGEL] In the current conflicts, in Bosnia, for 
instance, a clear position is expected. 


[Cotti] Neutrality has never meant for us that we do not 
take sides. In Yugoslavia, for instance, we have unam- 
biguously condemned the Serbs, who are responsible. 


[DER SPIEGEL] But you have always carefully stayed 
out of all conflicts. 


[Cotti] Out of the military conflicts. This is required by 
neutrality. 


[DER SPIEGEL] Would it have been compatible with 
Swiss neutrality—according to its interpretation at that 
time—to clearly brand Hitlerite Germany as the 
aggressor and the guilty party? 


[Cotti] Switzerland clearly showed its rejection of Hit- 
lerite Germany. 


[DER SPIEGEL] And always engaged in careful tactics 
SO as not to really annoy the Nazi Reich. 


[Cotti] The tactics had nothing to do with neutrality but 
they were an existential issue: The small state wanted to 
survive beside the giant. All in all, Switzerland got out of 
that time honorably. 


{DER SPIEGEL] Is Switzerland's policy of neutrality not 
subject to insidious erosion? In the future, you want to 
make blue-helmet soldiers available to the United 
Nations—without being a full member of the United 
Nations. 


{Cotti] In 1986 the people rejected UN membership, 
even though Switzerland pays the fifth largest per capita 
contribution to the United Nations and its subsidiary 
organizations. We are making military observers avail- 
able to the United Nations. A new thing is to send 
soldiers for peacekeeping missions, if the citizens 
approve of it next year. | expect a tough campaign for the 
referendum. 


[DER SPIEGEL] But you continue to distinguish 
between peacekeeping and peacemaking missions? 


[Cotti] Absolutely. Peacekeeping measures presuppose 
the approval of all parties to a conflict. This is our 
yardstick. 


[DER SPIEGEL] Obviously, your government is trying 
to sneak up on the United Nations and the European 
Union in small steps. Why do you not leap right in? 


[Cotti] We must respect the people's decisions. The steps 
that we are now proposing are not so small, either. 
Providing blue-helmet units means enormous progress 
for Switzerland. Furthermore, the Swiss Government 
states unambiguously that xIAMs to join the European 
Union and the United Nations. However, we must make 
the choice of the date dependent on the domestic and 


foreign policy situation. 
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[DER SPIEGEL] This is made more difficult for you 
because of disagreements in your country. French Swit- 
zerland voted for joining the EEA, German and Italian 
Switzerland voted against it. How dangerous is this rift 
for the country’s cohesion? 

[Cotti] I do not see any danger. It is possible that the 
memory of the Nazi period and fascism still inflVenced 
the German Swiss and the Swiss in Ticino, at least the 
older ones. 


[DER SPIEGEL] Is the resistance of the German Swiss 
also nourished by the fear that the reunited Germany 
might become excessively powerful? 


{Cotti] I do not believe so. Our Europe is, fortunately, so 
varied that we need not be afraid of Germanization. The 
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small nations, too, are to feel safe under the roof of the 
European Union. We know that we can build on the true 
friendship of Germans. Today they constitute a solid, 
functioning democracy; thanks to the great personality 
of some of their politicians, such as Helmut Kohl, they 
have essentially contributed to making Europe peaceful 
and democratic. More than 70 percent of our population 
belong to the German cultural tradition. However, we 
are proud of our French and Italian culture, too. 


[DER SPIEGEL] Will Switzerland be able to preserve its 
special role as the only functioning multicultural nation 
in Europe after joining the European Union? 


[Cotti] Quite certainly. Our goal is integration, but we 
will not give up our identity in this process. 











Faeroese Official on Islands’ Economic Crisis 


94P20139A Helsinki HUFVUDSTADSBLADET in 
Swedish 18 Nov 93 p 13 


[Article by Carl-Gustav Linden: “Crisis in Faeroes the 
Deepest in the North”] 


[Text] State rescue of the banking system. State takeover 
of the fish processing plants. Emigration of young unem- 
ployed families. This describes the Faeroes and the 
depression that has hit the small self-governing island 
group with its 46,000 inhabitants harder than most 
places in the North. 


“The crisis,” is the answer Faeroes Radio Chief Jogvan 
Jespersen gives when asked about the biggest news story 
in recent weeks. 


For a long time the politicians sought to play down 
discussion about a crisis. “However, the Faeroes hardly 
diverged from Finland, for example, in this respect.” 


Faeroese exports are based on one item, unprocessed or 
processed fish to the EU [European Union] area. But 
prices have collapsed to about half from top levels. 
Overfishing has reduced the catches. At the same time, 
fishermen and the fish processing industry are saddled 
with enormous loans. The overinvestments of the 1980's 
in fishing vessels and fish processing plants are now due 
for repayment. “The government” this year has acquired 
4 billion kroner from the Danish treasury in order to 
pump funds into the banks and start debi restructuring 
in the fishing industry. It 1s assumed that the Faeroese 
outstanding debt is almost up around 8 billion Danish 
kroner, or 700,000 kroner for each household. 


“The standard of living must be cut down, but it is 
difficult to get people to accept the fact that they have to 
live at a lower level.” 


More fish, better prices—this is what the Facorese hope 
for most, but unemployment is over 20 percent, and 
increasing numbers of young families are choosing to 
move away—mainly to Denmark, but also to Germany, 
Norway, and even Russia. Last year the population 
dropped by 2 percent. Emigration is occurring at a pace 
of 4 percent this year, and many predict that the popu- 
lation of the Faeroes will drop to the level of the 1950's, 
or 35,000 inhabitants. At the same time, the population 
structure is becoming distorted. 


“There are not especially many alternatives,” says Jes- 


persen, who is currently visiting Finland on a fellowship 
grant. 
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* Envoy to EU: Accession Talks Progressing Well 
94ENO01I65A Stockholm SVENSKA DAGBLADET in 
Swedish 21 Nov 93 p 13 


[Article by Yiva Nilsson: “Finland Leads Europe's 
Charm Set”] 


[Text] Swedes irritate EU negotiators with their careful- 
ness. Finnish EU negotiators are having a success in 
Brussels where they are being particularly praised in 
contrast to the Swedes, who are accused of being fussy 
and crabby, the Austrians, who are said to be wordy but 
indecisive, and the Norwegians, who are considered 
insufferably overbearing. 

Finland’s ambassador, Erkki Liikanen, however, does 
not interpret this as Finnish negotiating ability, but calls 
it rather a \actic based on necessity. 

“One thing that the Brussels negotiators have learned 
during the deliberations is that there is a big difference 
between Danes, Swedes, Finns, and Norwegians,” an EU 
official in Brussels said. 

The negotiations on EU membership (formerly EC) have 
gone on for nine months, and the talk is not just about 
points at issue when the EU negotiators meet. They 
gossip a bit about the new countries as well. 


Check and Double Check 


The Swedes often irritate because they want to control 
and double control what others regard as irrelevant 
details. Not even when the Swedes are granted one of 
their demands do they declare themselves ready to close 
the door on a negotiating point without wanting to go 
through it again thoroughly. 


The Austrians tire everyone present with an ‘mpressive 
wordiness and also confuse the matter by seldom being 
clear about what they actually want. 


The Norwegians irritate by making what are considered 
to be completely unrealistic demands, and by making 
arrogant statements in the press that cause the Brussels 
diplomats to wonder whether they are negotiating with 
their home opinion or with the EU. 


It is quite clear that Finland leads the charm set in the 
eyes of its counterparts. Their negotiators are said to 
concentrate on large questions instead of talking non- 
sense about little things, and they are willing to close 
matters after they have accepted a no when the answer is 
no. 


Finland’s EU ambassador, Erkki Liikanen, takes no 
credit for this. “The negotiations up to now give a false 
impression. We have not even begun with what will be 
Finland's difficult questions, agriculture and regional 
policy.” 
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He can perhaps see a difference in the methods of attack 
among the four applying countries. “We speak briefly 
and do not take up much of the others’ time. We know, 
of course, that really difficult questions are coming.” 


Don't Cry Wolf 


Since the Finns have not cried wolf in TV advertise- 
ments and statistical reports, they hope that their coun- 
terparts will listen when they fight as hard as they can to 
save the farmers’ living standard. This is the tactic. 


EU has to give,” 
Helsingfors said. 


Liikanen agrees: “It is easier to be heard if one demands 
the same form of exception that is already found in the 
rules.” 


As for Finland's decisive question, agriculture, the nego- 
tiators are presenting the burden of proof elegantly to the 
EU. They begin by citing the Rome Treaty’s goals in 
agricultural policy. Then they say that the EU cannot live 
up to this for its new member country Finland without 
adapting the rules so that they compensate Finland for 
its short planting season and its long distance from the 
large European market centers. 


A Question of Life and Death 


“Agriculture is a fateful question for Finland. | do not 
think that there is any single question on Sweden's part 
that makes the same life-and-death difference for a 
whole industry. Without a good solution here, it is not 
certain that a plebiscite will say yes,” Liikanen said. 


He thinks that there is a political will in the EU countries 
to help Finland solve the agricultural question in a 
satisfactory way. 


“But here in Brussels one is always afraid that measures 
acceried for one country can lead other countries, EU 
countries as well, to demand the same treatment. This 
makes it difficult, particularly when an agricultural 
reform was negotiated within the EC a few years ago 
under very great stress. 


“I believe that many have not seen how difficult the 
question of agriculture can become.” 


Liikanen does not therefore claim that the Finnish 
successes have come from the superior ability of the 
Finnish negotiators. Their tactics are based more on pure 
and simple necessity. 


Has Finland perhaps some historical advantage from 
havirig long been used to dealing with a dominating 
neig bor? 
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“We have undeniably a completely different historical 
heritage from Sweden. Now it will become the EU's fate 
to live with East Europe and Russia as neighbors. Maybe 
it can therefore be good to have a member for whom this 
has long been an unavoidable fate,” says Liikanen. 


The historical heritage has contributed to form the 
Finnish perception of reality. 


“No one in Finland believes that the Europeans are 
sitting and waiting to meet us to learn from our experi- 
ence. Therefore there is no feeling as strong as in Sweden 
that an EU membership means that we will sink down to 
a lower level. This facilitates a positive opinion. 


“To have the Swedish negotiating problems and a 
Finnish opinion behind you would be the dream position 
for all four countries that are now trying to get such good 
conditions of acceptance that their opposing compatriots 
will vote for EU membership. The Finnish opinion is 
thought, naturally enough, to be based in Finland's 
different assumptions. 


“The general opinion is based on a security policy 
argument. We do not think that the EU is the answer to 
all our problems, but many think that it should give a 
greater political and psychological security to be a 
member of EU. If we get into difficulties after we have 
gotten a place at the table, it is possible that the others 
will come to regard them as common difficulties,” says 
Liikanen. 


The fact that both Finland and Sweden have been and 
want to remain militarily alliance-free does not say 
anything about the big differences between the countries. 
Things look different when you have big, unpredictable 
Russia as your closest neighbor. 


Avoid Temptation 


“Norway has NATO, Sweden has Finland, but Finland 
stands alone,” the ambassador cites the unknown author 
whom one calls the voice of the people. 


Many Finns therefore do not consider it partic ‘arly 
disturbing that the EU is busy with foreign and security 
policy. Finnish politicians, unlike their Swedish and 
Danish colleagues, avoid the temptation to pretend that 
the EU is only an economic undertaking. 


“But the EU is not a supranassnal, decisionmaking 
entity in foreign and security policy. All important 
decisions are made unanimously, so we will not lose 
sovereignty in this area in contrast to agriculture and 
trade,” Liikanen said. 


In the Nordic debate, Finland has taken the role of the 
country that will lead the north into the EU, because 
Finland will have the first plebiscite. There a yes is 
considered to be guaranteed. This is supposed to make 
the uncertain Sweden more willing to vote yes, and this 
in turn will influence the Norwegians. 
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The Finnish ambassador is not one of those who ascribe 
to this scenario. 


“First of all, no country can solve another's difficulties. 
Secondly, my time as a politician has taught me never to 
count on votes | have not yet gotten. 


“On the other hand, I think it would be desirable for 
Sweden and Finland to choose the same solution. Our 
histories are certainly closely related.” 


* Finnish, Swedish Unemployment Problems 
Compared 


94ENO165B Helsinki HUVUDSTADSBLADET in 
Swedish 22 Nov 93 p 2 


[Editorial by Ernest Uljens: “Massive Unemployment 
Must Be Broken”) 


[Text] “Are we ripe for a national decision to break 
massive unemployment, or will we hold it outside our 
door until the bomb bursts in our hands?” Ernest Uljens 
asks. 


National Bank Chief Sirkka Hamalainen said in his 
lecture visit to Stockholm the other day that an inordi- 
nate pessimism marks the climate in Finland. the Finns 
talk about a free-fall in the economy in spite of the fact 
that we have passed the deepest trough. The Swedes on 
the other hand characterize the change to a floating 
krona as the first successful devaluation in the country's 
history. The reason for this is that the gains from the 
devaluation have not been lost in prices and wages. 


According to Nordbanken’s chief economist, Nils Lun- 
dgren, consumption will rise, and the GNP will also rise 
next year by a few percentage points. During the 
brightest year of the Finnish business boom, its neighbor 
looked askance a little foolishly at Finland, which was 
marching ahead with bold industrial purchases and 
highly moderate government borrowing. Today 
Hamalainen thinks we must learn from Swedish opti- 
mism. 

Even if Sweden is operating with what is for Finnish eyes 
a large budget deficit, the neighboring country is pur- 
suing an offensive policy. It could personally observe the 
differences in mood between our countries when 
everyone at the seminar raised his hand when asked 
whether the situation would brighten in Sweden in a 
year. 


Nevertheless, Sweden and Finland share two completely 
overshadowing Both countries have large 
budget deficits and high unemployment, which in Fin- 
land has already passed the pain threshold. Today, 
Finland has after Spain the largest unemployment in 
West Europe. 


Our national debt has grown at a withering rate, but it 
still lies in relative figures well below our neighbor's. At 
the same time, Sweden has, according to the Lindbeck 
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Commission, in just 20 years gone down from third to 
12th place on the international welfare list. 


Structural changes have left deep marks in both coun- 
tries. Finland has lost 120,000 jobs in industry and 
Sweden about 250,000 from the beginning of the 1990's. 
The slide in industrial employment has gone right 
through the private sector so that unemployment has 
risen at a rate than no one could have imagined. 


Johannes Koroma of the Industry and Employers Cen- 
tral Organization, TT, said in his visit to Vasa last week 
that Finland must invest an estimated 250 billion 
markkas in increased production capacity in the 1990's 
to get the national debt under control before the new 
century. “If we are successful with this investment 
program, we can get our net foreign debt to the 1981 
level about the year 2000.” 


The Industrial Union's economists in Sweden point out 
in a new study that investments in the economy should 
be raised to 275 billion kronor a year or 18 percent of the 
GNP in order to create 450,000 new jobs. With this 
massive injection, unemployment could be brought 
down to about 3 percent. 


The explanation for the almost astronomical need for 
investment is that new jobs in the economy require an 
ever increasing amount of capital. From the middle of 
the 1960's, “xe capital investment per work hour has 
increased thre times in Sweden. 


The more favorable cost situation will cause investments 
per work place to sink during the 1990's. Nevertheless, 
industry can only raise the country out of the unemploy- 
ment swamp at the cost of very heavy investments. 


Has Finland, in National Bank Chief Hamalainen’s 
words, passed the deepest trough, or is there reason to 
take all the optimistic predictions with clear reserva- 
tions? 


In the short run, the signs are not all good. TT members 
believe that another 10,000 jobs will disappear before 
the fall of 1994. The loss is in itself moderate, but it gives 
little consolation to the one-half million Finns out of 
work today. 


If we commit ourselves to the goal of sinking joblessness 
to a reasonable level, radical measures must be taken. A 
mobilization policy according to TT's model presup- 
poses that Finland can provide a massive injection of 
capital to raise productive capacity, and, with the help of 
the export industry's currency intake, reduce our foreign 
debt and create new jobs. 


The distribution policy also presupposes that both the 
private and the public sector reduce the number of work 
hours per employee, so that more people can be 
employed. 


The discussion about a lowered work time has been quite 
current in West Europe today since one of Germany's 
largest car makers, Volkswagen Works in Wolfsburg, 
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The discussion about a new arrangement in the labor 
market has not yet taken off in Finland. A restrained 
view on the part of the employers and the unions is 
since the disiribution policy contains 
— Uens Hatin fis thane Ge Lave end 
while no one knows how many new jobs can be created 
eo a ee ay ee ome oe 
‘tL 


Nevertheless, we must decide how to break the massive 
unemployment in Finland. Are we ripe for a national 
decision, or will we keep it outside the door until the 
bomb explodes in our hands? 


* Candidate Vayrynen on Russia's Military 
Doctrine 


94ENOI6SC Helsinki HUVUDSTADSBLADET in 
Swedish 24 Nov 93 p 4 


[Unatiributed article: “New Russian Doctrine Motivates 
Neutrality”) 


[Text] “The new Russian military doctrine is another 
reason why Finland should remain neutral,” Center 
Party's presidential candidate Paavo Vayrynen said in 
an interview in Tuesday's [23 November] edition of the 
newspaper, LALLI. 


Vayrynen thinks that Finland should continue to keep 
questions of its security in its own hands, even if Finland 
becomes a member of the European Union. 


“In my opinion, Finland should in any case remain 
neutral, but the new Russian military doctrine is another 
indication that it is Smart to act in this way,” Vayrynen 
said. 


The Russian military doctrine contains, among other 
things, a clause stating that the country retains the right 
in certain cases to the first use of nuclear weapons. This 
is different from the doctrine the Soviet Union presented 
earlier. 


Vayrynen added that the new Russian military doctrine 
i$ NOt a surprise in itself. It is logical and approaches the 
doctrine that NATO has followed, Vayrynen said. 
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Norway 


EC Proposal Leaves Scope for Continued Whaling 
PM2012170093 Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 15 
Dec 93 p 4 


[Report by Hilde Harbo: “EC Could Accept Norwegian 
Whaling”) 
[Text] Norway could continue with commercial whaling 


as an EC member via an exemption, bul may not export 
whale meat. 


These are the main points in the Commission's proposal 
for a response from member nations to Norway's 
demands with regard to whaling for minke whales, 
according to a Commission source. Its proposal was 
submitted to the Council of Ministers on Friday [10 
December]. Once the Council of Ministers has formu- 
lated its position the matter will be raised in the negoti- 
ations between Norway and the EC. 


Norway has demanded that minke whales be removed 
from the list of protected species included in an 
appendix to the EC's so-called habitat directive. The EC 
is Opposed to this. Instead it points out thai there is an 
exceptional rule in the habitat directive which under 
certain circumstances opens the way for the hunting of 
protected species. This opening is availiable to Norway to 
enable it to continue commercial whaling for minke 
whales. 


The condition is that siocks must be big enough to be 
exploited—that 1s, that the country involved in hunting 
and catching must be able to establish that catches do not 
threaten stocks. This exception can come into force for 
reasons of public health, security, important social inter- 
ests, or social or economic considerations. 


it ss the catching nation itself which musi ask to be 
allowed io make use of the exemption rule and report to 
the EC Commission that the necessary conditions for its 
use exist. The Commission must then report to its own 
committee. The procedures which Norway must go 
through as an EC member in order to engage in whaling 
will therefore be much more cumbersome that if minke 
whales were removed from the EC's list of protected 
species as Norway is demanding. 


The EC also has a directive covering the trade in 
threatened species. Norway has demanded that there 
should be no restrictions on the trade in minke whale 
meat within the EC. This is something which the EC 
Commission has not accepted. But Norwegians will be 
allowed to sell and use whale meat inside their own 
borders, according to the Commission. This will mean in 
practice that Norway can continue the policy it has in 
this area today. Al present the government is not 
granting the licenses necessary for the export of whale 
meat, but has demanded of the EC that exports should be 


permitted. 
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Norway has also demanded the right to export seal 
products if we become an EC member. The Commission 
says “no” to this, but supports the view that such 
products can be bought and sold inside Norway's bor- 
ders. The EC adopted a ban on the sale of seal products 
as long ago as 1983. 


In principle the EC's members could overturn the EC 
Commission's proposal that minke whales should not be 
removed from the habitat directive's list of protected 
species, as Norway has demanded. However, this is 
hardly likely, given the great popular opposition in 
Europe tu Norwegian whaling. 


Both Environment Minister Thorbjorn Berntsen and 
Fisheries Minister Jan Henry T. Olsen say that they have 
not been informed of the Commission's proposal, and 
cannot therefo,e commenti on it. 


“But this is will be tough nut to crack,” Berntsen added. 


* Progress Party Chairman Regaining Some 
Support 


94P20136B Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 7 Dec 
93 p 12 


[Article by Trygve Monsen and Bard Idas: “More People 
Supporting Hagen”™] 

[Text] It looks as if Carl 1. Hagen has strengthened his 
position in the Progress Party. Before the Olympic 
Games roll around, he may be victorious in his own 
party. 


The conflict around the party chairman following the 
firing of three secretaries in the Storting group led seven 
provincial party leaders to demand that Hagen step 
down as party chairman. In conversations AFTEN- 
POSTEN has had with provincial leaders it appears that 
several of the opponents have either changed their mind 
or have wound up with their own provincial party 
governing boards against them. 


A large nurnber of provincial party organizations have 
their annual meetings esther at the end of January or the 
first weekend in February. The local party organizations 
are now vying with cach other to get the party chairman 
as first speaker at their annual meetings. The Progress 
Party's national congress will be 15-17 April. 


Nils Olay Skilbred, provincial party leader for Telemark 
Progress Party, was among those who demanded that 
Hagen step down as party chairman, bul now his mes- 


sage has changed. 
Wind Change 


“ft want to remain neutral because | have been chosen for 
the election committee at the national congress. But | do 
have the impression that the wind 1s changing among the 
members of the provincial governing board. There are 
many who think it is right for Hagen to continue if he is 
able to effect a change of course in the party. A lot of 
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people are tired of all the publicity around the party,” 
said Skilbred. The provincial governing board wi 
rer See 


Hagen should quit, but the majority in the provincial 
governing board do noi agree with him. “I have previ- 

ously stated that itis high time Carl got some relief, but 
this has all along been only my personal opinion. The 
provincial governing boerd has 8 majority for keeping 
Hagen as party chairman. And I rather think it would be 
impossible to get Hagen to quit unless he himself wanted 

to,” Christensen said. 


Vote of Confidence 
The party's leader in Vestfold, Finn Egil Holm, refused 


The provincial chapter in Rogaland has also taken a 
stand now: “The governing board of the chapter, with 
the exception of the Progress Party Youth representa- 
tive, wants Hagen as its chairman for another two 
years,” according to Oivind Vaksdal, Rogaland 
chairman. 


Gunnar Lysholm in South Trondelag does not want 
Hagen to go. “There is a deep sense of frusiration about 
the debate on Hagen’s position on and on fa 
national news media. It has been no joy to be a repre- 
sentative since the Storting election,” Lysholm said. 


“I do not know of anyone who can take over from 
Hagen. He is very capable and has done a thoroughly 
good job. We hope he will come to the annual meeting in 
Bodo 6-7 February,” said Karsten Hansen of the Nord- 
land chapter of the Progress Party. 


Change Desirabie 


Knut Fiolo from More og Romsdal put it this way: “The 
time has come for a change in leadership, but not 
necessarily this spring. We are very critical of the firing 
of the group secretaries, the TV show, and Hagen's 
machinations over taxes. The youthful types who want 
Carl removed should have more ice im their bellies.” 


Sverre Berg from Hordaland thinks the party needs a 
new leader. “We need a new leader who can give the 
party a new face owtward. This 46 my personal opinion. 
On the provincial governing board opinions vary.” 
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Per Aage Pleym Christiansen of Akershus province 
sticks to his criticism of the party chairman: “Hagen 
should go now. | am sure Hagen’s position will be a topic 
for the annual provincial chapter meeting, not the Icast 
because Hagen himself has indicated that the provincial 
annual meetings should determine their course and 
choose delegates for the national congress accordingly.” 


Geir Thoresen, chairman of the Buskerud Progress Party 
chapter, also thinks Hagen should a0! continue as 
chairman, but would like to see him as parliamentary 
leader. Arne Austena from East Agder also maintained 


that Hagen must go. 


Sweden 


SDP Leses, Greens Gain in November Polls 


94ENO1724 Stockholm SVENSKA DAGBLADET in 
Suv dish 28 Nov 93 p 12 


[Article by Hans O. Alfredsson: “Environment Party 
Approaching Parhamentary Hurdic™] 


[Text] The Environment Party is regaining lost voters 
and advancing in the direction of the Riksdag, according 
to the SVENSKA DAGBLADET/Sifo voter barometer 
for November. New Democracy 1s still at a very low 
level, at the same time as the two largest parties, the 
Social Democrats and the Conservatives, suffer the big- 
gest losses. 


Furthermore, the latter corresponds with the poll that 
was made by Imu at the end of October and the begin- 
ning of November and was published in DAGENS 
NYHETER last Sunday [2! November]. 


More Take a Position 


What 1s most striking in the SVD/Sifo poll this teme 1s 
that the number of undecided or not voting has dropped 
sharply. from 13.1 percent in October (14.7 in Sep- 
tember) to 9.7 percent in November. The proportion is 
now down to the same level as a little over a year ago. 
Many who were undecided during the past year have 
today taken a position supporting a party. 


According to Sifo’s analysis, the Environment Party's 
gain, from 2.4 percent in October to 3.5 in November, 
can largely be explained by the fact that voters who left 
the party have now returned. 


That can also be gicaned im part from Sifo's quarterly 
report. It shows that mght now New Democracy is the 
party with the least amount of loyalty among its sup- 


porters. 


Just a little more than half, 52.7 percent, of those who 
voted for New Democracy in the 1991 clection would 
vote the same way today. 
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The Environment Party's increase from October to 
November, 1.1 percentage poimts, is so large that 
according to Sifo’s instructions can be regarded as 
Statestically certain. 


The question 1s, of course, whether the increase has a. 
political explanation. Most likely would be the deb » 
abow’ the Oresund bridge, in which the Environment 
Pay, in contrast to the Center party, can avoid the risk 
A having to compromuse its conviction. 


The Center Party seems to be on its way down in public 
opinion and has lost another 0.6 percentage points in the 
most recent poil. 


The entire voter barometer for November looks like this 
(compared to October in parentheses): 


Social Democrats 48.9 (- 1.1), Left Party 3.9 (+ 0.6), 
Conservatives 20.0 (- 0.9), Center party 6.3 (- 0.6), 
Liberal Party 6.8 (- 0.4), Christian Democrats [KDS] 5.0 
(+ 0.7), Environment Party 3.5(+ 1.1), New Democracy 
5.0 (+ 0.6), other parties 0.6 (+/-4)). 


Small Parties Growing 
The study was made during the period 8-15 November, 
1,889 persons replied to Sifo’s usual question: “Which 


party would you vote for in the parhamentary election, if 
the election were held today”” 


The bavometer shows that all the small parties have 
gained while the larger parties have lost. What in sports 
language is usually called “the fight on the goal line” 
remains valid: Two parties are just above the | 5-percent] 
Riksdz., hurdle, two parties just below. 


The Social Democrats and the Conservatives remain at 
their levels of around S50 and 20 percent, respectively, 
despite the drop in November 


The Social Democrats now have 10.8 percentage points 
more than the governing partics combined. 


If “Comrade 4 Percent” in November had succeeded in 
pushing the Left Party over the hurdle to the Riksdag, 
the difference between the blocks would have increased 


to nearly 15 percentage points. 


In the most recent poll the combined governing parties 
have lost |.2 percentage points. 


Similar to the Environment Party, which seems to be 
approaching the parliamentary hurdle from below, the 
Left Party could be on its way up. The two most recent 
polls have shown a gain of more than | percentage point 
for the Left Party. 


For the Center Party the trend is the opposite: a contin- 
vous drop from 8.0 percent in August to 6.3 in 
November. 


The Liberal Party. KDS, and New Democracy have 
ndden a roller coaster up and down during the fall. For 
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the Liberal Party the four most recent polls gave the 
following results: 7.6, 6.4, 7.2, 6.8. 


The curresponding series for KDS looks like this: 4.0, 
4.5, 4.3, 5.6, and for New Democracy: 5.9, 6.5, 4.4, 5.0. 


as control from the top. In a little over a year New 
Democracy has lost half of its electorate, according to 


94EN0167D Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in 
Swedish 4 Dec 93 pp C 1-2 


[Article by Ewa Stenberg: “Movement Breathes Sigh of 
Relief”) 


[Text] The affair involving Stig Malm and the parachute 
contract has disarmed an important ign issue for 
the Social Democratic Party [SDP] and could give the 
left an advantage. 

This was stated by political scientist and election 
researcher Peter Esaiasson. 

“If the discussion of dissolving moral values and an 
establishment that lines its own pockets continues, then 
it will become more difficult for the Social Democrats to 
appear to be trustworthy afier what has happened,” 
Esaiasson, of Goteborg University, said. 

He believes the affair can affect the election campaign— 
if the Social Democrats’ political opponents so choose. 


“This affair could be as useful to the nonsocialist parties 
as Kjell-Olof Feldt's book. Carl Bildt said of it that it 
contained enough material for an entire election cam- 
paign,” Esaiasson said. 


Advantages and Disadvantages 


“There is now more room for the left, as well. The parties 
on the left wing can draw parallels to Italy and speak of 
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the Social Democrats, the labor movement, the govern- 
ment, and business as the establishment,” he said. 


not the crisis of the former LO [Swedish Federation of 


berg, was also on the Social Democrats’ Executive Com:- 
mittee. 

Consequently, the Social Democrats have been afraid 
that the scandal over the 35-million-kionor parachute 
contract with the trade union-owned BPA would 
besmirch the party and affect its advances in public 
opinion. 


Movemeni Breathed Sigh 


Leading Social Democrats such as Ingvar Carlsson and 
Mona Sahlin contributed to Malm's resignation by crit- 
icizing his actions. And at 1100 when Malm announced 
——— 


“If Stig Malm had remained, this affair would have 
affected the Social Democratic Party,” SDP party secre- 
tary Sahlin said. 

“Now we will restore confidence and take all the skele- 
tons out of the closet. After all, it is clear that confidence 
in the entire political establishment has been affected,” 
she said as she called for an improvement in morals and 
ethics. 


Sahlin said there was a certain symbolic quality to the 
fact that P. G. Gyllenhammar and Malm resigned at 
almost the same time—they were both symbols of the 
Swedish model and the welfare society. 


But she deeply regrets Gyllenhammar's resignation, 
unlike that of Malm. —. 
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“Pehr G. Gyllenhammar is something quite different. 
He ran a business he believed in, and when it slumped, 
he accepted responsibility and resigned. I am sorry there 
was no merger between Volvo and Renault,” Sahlin told 
DAGENS NYHETER. 


Social Democratic Womens Association chair Margareta 
Winberg believes that Malm did the only reasonable 
thing in this situation. She also pointed to all the good 
that Malm has done. 


“Stig Malm often revealed his class consciousness during 
internal discussions—-consciousness there should be 
much more of in the Social Democratic Party,” Winberg 
said. 


“This was not a good event for Sweden. This type of 
double standard is harmful to our confidence in leading 
social figures, whether they be Social Democrats or 
others,” Carl Bildt said on Friday [3 December]. 


Discussions With Moscow on Submarine 
Incursions Resume 


94EN0163C Stockholm SVENSKA DAGBLADET in 
Swedish 23 Nov 93 p 10 


[Article by Mikael Holmstrom: “Secret Meeting on Sub- 
marines” 

[Text] Following an eight-month calm, the top-secret 
Swedish-Russian talks on the submarine incursions are 


making headway. The experts met in Moscow recently 
following replacement of the Russian delegation’s leader. 


The latest round of talks between the assembled delega- 
tions from the two countries was held in Moscow from 
10 to 13 November. 


The secrecy surrounding the talks is extreme. 


Eight-Month Break 


This was the eighth round of talks since discussions 
began in January 1991. It was finally possible to hold the 
meeting following an eight-month break. All the experts 
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had previously met in Stockholm from 16 to 20 March of 
this year [1993]. It was announced last spring that the 
eighth round of talks would be held “before summer.” 


The official reason why that next round did not take 
place was that the leader of the Russian team, Navy 
Captain Viadimir Vazhov, had been assigned to other 
duties. Despite that, there were a number of contacts 
between Stockholm and Moscow—the work did not stop 
altogether. 


According to the Armed Forces, a number of submarine 
incursions into the Stockholm Archipelago occurred 
during the summer. 


On 21 September, a heads of delegations meeting was 
held in Moscow between the leader on the Swedish side, 
Commodore Emil Svensson, and Vazhov. 


At that meeting, the Russian side announced that it was 
appointing a new chairman. 


Was Going To Retire 


Capt. Vazhov himself stated that he was going to retire 
and that he would be replaced by his assistant, Viadimi: 
Varlashin, who is also a captain. 


During the eighth round of talks, the Russian delegation, 
totaling four individuals, was headed by Capt. Varlashin. 


Participating on the Swedish side were Emil Svensson 
from the Prime Minister's Security Policy Analysis 
Group, Commander Johan Fischerstrom from the Navy 
Staff, Commander Magnus Haglund from the embassy 
in Moscow, and First Secretary Bjorn Lyrvall from the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 


Progress Made 


Specific information on the content of the talks is 
impossible to obtain at the moment. 


It was announced earlier by the Swedish side that the 
talks would not continue unless they were meaningful. 
Progress is obviously being made, even though it ts a 
time-consuming process. 
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Reactions to EU Observer Appointment Noted 


Kliridhis, Parties Comment 


NC2112124893 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting 
yy Radio Network in Greek 1130 GMT 
21 Dec 9 


[Text] President Glavkos Kliridhis has welcomed the 
European Union [EU] Council of Ministers’ decision to 
appoint an observer to the Cyprus talks. The president 
stressed that the appointment shows the EU interest in 
developments in Cyprus and added that it contains two 
positive elements for Cyprus. He said: First, since 
Cyprus wants to join the EU, the EU observer has the 
opportunity to inform us if proposals are in line with 
eae BP. Second, based on the EU avis, Cyprus’ 

application will be reexamined in January 
1995. So, the observer will be in a position to inform the 
committee about who is interested in a solution. The 
president concluded: That is why it is very important 
that we are very careful about how we behave at the 
talks. 


Greek Alternate Foreign Minister Theodhoros Pangalos 
said the observer's name is expected to be announced 
within the next two weeks. In a statement to the Cyprus 
Broadcasting Corporation, Pangalos said the observer 
will come from the EU Executive Committee and will be 
familiar with the Cyprus issue. He interpreted the deci- 
sion on the observer's appointment as an expression of 
EU interest in a Cyprus solution. Pangalos added that 
within the framework of its foreign policy, the Greek 
Government intends to give the Cyprus issue top pri- 
ority. 


An AKEL [Restorative Party of the Working People] 
statement said it considers the decision of the 12 to 
appoint an observer to the Cyprus talks to be a positive 
development. The statement adds that as part of the UN 
secretary general's initiative, the institution of an EU 
observer could help to create better prerequisites for the 
intercommunal talks. AKEL said this should not be a 
source of particular euphoria nor should it be interpreted 
as the EU turning toward Greek Cypriot positions. 
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Socialist Party EDEK [United Democratic Union of 
Cyprus] hailed the decision to appoint an observer to the 
intercommunal talks. It added that the decision, which 
was made amid strong Turkish reaction, could be used 
appropriately and could contribute positively to 
European interest in Cyprus. Community 
could also use it in their most direct interven- 
TisG sates tab aa als Comm Chae 


Denktas Says Decision ‘One-Sided’ 


TA2112121193 Nicosia Bayrak Radio in Turkish 1130 
GMT 21 Dec 93 


[Text] President Rauf Denktas has said that the decision 
by the European Union to appoint an observer to the 
Cyprus negotiations is one-sided and harms the entire 
issue. 

At a news conference he organized on the matter today, 
President Denktas pointed out that talking to establish- 
ments that ignore the Turkish Cypriot side, refuse to 
recognize its status, and fail to treat the Turkish Cypriots 
equally would be a total waste of time. If it were up to 

he said, | would drop the whole thing. 


Denktas said he was very disappointed with the Euro- 
pean Union decision. He pointed out that the desires, 
insistent demands, and objections of the Turkish Cyp- 
riots are being totally ignored. He stressed that the 
Turkish Cypriots have a 50 percent right of say, vote, 
and decision regarding the solution of the problem and 
are equal to the Greek Cypriots in every respect. The 
current trend of ignoring this must be stopped, he said. 


Denktas said: We have the right not to contact this 
observer in any way; however, where would this lead us? 
This must be discussed by the new government and 
parliament. 


President Denktas explained that European organiza- 
tions launch certain projects and then resort to pressure 
and blackmail to make the Turkish Cypriots fit into 
these projects. This decision, he said, also shows that the 
European Union cannot be unbiased regarding the 
Cyprus question. 
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Pangalos Outlines Goals of Greek EU Presidency 


NC2112154393 Athens Elliniki Radhiofonia Radio 
Network in Greek 1230 GMT 21 Dec 93 


[Text] Alternate Foreign Minister Theodhoros Pangalos 
gave an international news conference in Brussels this 
morning and presented the general directions that the 
Greek European Union [EU] presidency will follow in 
the first six months of 1994. Pangalos replied to ques- 
tions by numerous international correspondents on cur- 
rent EU issues and Skopje. 


The Greek presidency’s basic priority for the European 
Union's internal development will be to combat unem- 
ployment based on the guidelines of the white paper that 
was adopted at the Brussels summit and on the decisions 
made at the Edinburgh and Copenhagen summits. 


According to Pangalos, the presidency will utilize the 
new Community actions and policies in sectors such as 
education, health, consumer protection, and cooperation 
on justice and internal issues. Foreign relations will aim 
to complete negotiations on the community's expansion 
within the deadline that has been set. Pangalos did not 
rule out convening an extraordinary summit next spring 
if negotiations with Austria, Sweden, Finland, and 
Norway do not reach an agreement by the end of 
February. The presidency will also deal with Cyprus and 
Malta’s membership applications. 


Pangalos said the Greek presidency will make special 
efforts in the Balkan region, which is facing the greatest 
problems. In addition to political solutions, the presi- 
dency will try to strengthen bilateral economic relations. 


To conclude his introduction, Pangalos said that the 
presidency will cooperate closely with the European 
Commission and the European Parliament and the first 
meeting with these groups will be held in early January. 


Foreign reporters were interested in the Greek presi- 
dency’s suggestion to establish a special committee to 
prepare for the 1996 intergovernmental conference, 
which will make decisions about the institutional 
changes needed to achieve European unification. 


= Insists Macedonia Change Constitution, 


AU2112122593 Paris AFP in English 1131 GMT 
21 Dec 93 


[Text] Brussels, Dec 21 (AFP)—Greece’s quarrel with 
Macedonia will not dominate the forthcoming Greek 
presidency of the European Community, Greek Euro- 
pean Affairs Minister Theodhoros Pangalos promised 
here Tuesday [21 December]. 


But he insisted that the former Yugoslav republic of 
Macedonia would have to change its constitution and 
flag as the price of co-existence with Greece. 


“If it takes these two steps, the climate (between Greece 
and Macedonia) might change,” Pangalos said. 
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He was speaking at a press conference to introduce 
Greece’six-month stint as EC president, which begins on 
January |. 


Greece objected vigorously when six EC partners— 
Germany, France, Britain, Denmark, the Netherlands 
and Italy—decided earlier this month to establish diplo- 
matic links with Macedonia. 


But, lowering the tone of Athens’ objections, Pangalos 
urged the six countries to use these links “to persuade the 
Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia (FYRM) to 
behave better towards Greece.” 


The Greek Government has refused to recognise Mace- 
donia as long as it maintains that name, which Athens 
claims implies territorial ambitions on the neighbouring 
Greek province of Macedonia. 


Pangalos sparked a diplomatic row last month when he 
claimed that Germany was “a giant with bestial force 
and the brain of a child.” This was a reference to 
Germany's policies for the former Yugoslavia - particu- 
larly its early support of Croatia and Macedonia. 


But the Greek minister subsequently apologised, and 
said here Tuesday that problems with Germany were 
“100 percent solved.” 


He urged Macedonia to delete a reference in its consti- 
tution to “the liberation of the enslaved Macedonia,” 
and to remove from its flag the yellow sun symbol of the 
Greek province of Macedonia. 


“What can it mean but an expansionist dream?” he said 
of the two issues. 


But Pangalos added that Macedonia could expect eco- 
nomic and political links with Greece if it gave ground 
on the constitution and the flag. 


He said Greece was prepared to accept the name 
“Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia”"—the name 
under which the former Yugoslav republic is recognised 
in the United Nations. 


Pangalos pledged that the EC’s Greek presidency would 
leave “no stone unturned” in the search for a peace 
settlement in Bosnia-Hercegovina. 


He said the peace efforts would continue even if sched- 
uled talks here Wednesday between EC foreign ministers 
and leaders of the warring sides in Bosnia came to 
nothing. 


But Pangalos refused to say whether Greece would help 
the U.N. War Crimes Tribunal in its bid to try Serbian 
military and political leaders for war crimes. 


“We intend to negotiate with (Serbian President) Slo- 
bodan Milosevic on Wednesday. If we were to warn him 
that he would be arrested if he came to Brussels, a peace 
agreement would not be likely,”’ the Greek minister said. 
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Iran’s Talabani Continues Meetings in Ankara 


Demirel on Talabani’s Remarks 


NC2112163893 Istanbul MILLIYET in Turkish 
20 Dec 93 p 15 


[Report by Fikret Bila: “Jalal Talabani Is Lying”’} 


[Text] Ankara—President Suleyman Demirel has 
reacted strongly to Jalal Talabani’s , leader of the Patri- 
otic Union of Kurdistan, recent statements. Referring to 
Jalal Talabani’s statement that former President Turgut 
Ozal conveyed a to him to the effect that 
“Kurdish Workers Party” [PKK] leader Abdullah 
Ocalan should be a little patient because an effort is 
being made to convince the Turkish people to agree to a 
“political solution” and that “Demirel decided to ask 
him to mediate to have the cease-fire extended,” 
Demirel said that Talabani’s remarks were unfounded. 
In a statement to MILLIYET, Demirel asserted: “Tala- 
bani’s views are unfounded. l refute all the remarks he 
has made in connection with my approach. What Tala- 
bani has said is unfounded. I can also say that what he 
has said in connection with Mr. Turgut Ozal is untrue. I 
do not believe that Ozal conveyed such a message to 
him. Had he done so, I would have been informed. Ozal 
and I worked within the framework of the relations 
between the president and the prime minister to meet 
the needs of the state, and we conferred on important 
matters, such as the one we have just discussed. Had 
such a message been conveyed, I would definitely have 
been informed.” 


Demirel stressed that Turkey has not made such a 
request, officially nor unofficially. He asserted: “The 
state has certain rules. What it cannot do officially, it 
also cannot do unofficially. Doesn't the state have any 
secret activities? Yes, it does. However, what cannot be 
done officially, cannot be done unofficially. Neither I 
nor Mr. Ozal made such an initiative. I want to repeat 
that we do not regard the PKK as a side to the dispute. 
How can we convey a message to anyone whom we do 
not regard as a side? In view of that, I completely deny 
Talabani’s remarks. They are all unfounded. I hope that 
Talabani has not made such a statement and that it is a 
misunderstanding. Talabani’s remarks may have been 
interpreted incorrectly.” 


Warning to Talabani 


President Demirel denied conveying a message to Tala- 
bani and stressed that he warned him against the PKK 
instead. He said: “I have not met with Talabani for a 
year. | did not convey a message to him, and l have 
frequently warned him not to carry messages from us to 
the PKK or vice versa. I explained that, if he does so, he 
would turn the PKK into a side to the dispute. We will 
not address the PKK.” 


President Demirel stressed that the question of a mili- 
tary or political solution is not on Turkey's agenda. He 
said: “The question of a military or political solution 
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does not exist. The question of terrorist activities is on 
Turkey's agenda. A struggle has to be waged against 
armed men. Article 119 and several others in the Con- 
stitution outline the way the struggle should be waged. 
That is exactly what Turkey is doing. That 1s 

what is on Turkey's agenda.” 


Diplomatic Initiative 


MILLIYET asked Demirel the following: “It seems that 
contacts between Turkey and its neighboring countries 
on the PKK problem have intensified. Officials from 
Syria and Iran have visited our country. Iran’s prime 
minister will arrive tomorrow (today). How do you 
assess the developments?” He replied: “These are not 
developments that are just now taking place. They have 
been going on for a long time. The Iranian vice presi- 
dent's visit had been expected earlier, but it was post- 
poned. They had conveyed an invitation to us before.” 


Asked whether or not he had been informed on the arrest 
of Abdullah Ocalan in Syria, Demirel said: “No, such a 
development has not taken place. I have not received any 
information on that matter. The situation is exactly as it 
was before.” 


Such a Development Does Not Exist 


Meanwhile, Prime Minister Tansu Ciller has said that 
Turkey has not asked Jalal Talabani to act as a mediator 
and convey messages. Replying to MILLIYET’s question 
on the matter, Ciller asserted: “No information exists to 
confirm Talabani’s remarks. Our government has not 
asked him to mediate, nor has it asked him to convey any 
message. I do not believe that the Ozal and Demirel 
governments conveyed a request to Talabani either. The 
matter has not been discussed at all, nor was it placed on 
the agenda. Turkey has drawn up its policy on northern 
Iraq. We approach Jalal Talabani and Masud Barzani, 
the leader of the Democratic Party of Kurdistan, within 
the framework of that policy. We have not conveyed a 
special request outside the framework of that policy.” 


Stressing that Turkey's diplomatic contacts with neigh- 
boring countries will yield results in the near future, 
Ciller said: “We have been making intensive diplomatic 
contacts with neighboring countries. The Iranian vice 
president will visit Turkey tomorrow (today). The Ira- 
nian foreign minister was in our country yesterday. 
Iran's disclosures are very positive.” 


Habibi Comments 


TA2112193093 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1800 GMT 21 Dec 93 


{[Announcer-read report over video} 


[Excerpt] [Passage omitted] Iranian First Vice President 
Hasan Habibi held a news conference in Ankara today 
and responded to various questions on the official meet- 
ings between Turkey and Iran. Habibi stated that the 
meetings were extremely beneficial and constructive. 
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In answer to a question, Habibi pointed out that Turkey 
asked Iran to supply it with natural gas and added that, 
within this framework, it was decided that technical 
work would start to establish a pipeline between Iran and 
Turkey. Noting that the latest developments in Azerba- 
ijan were also discussed in these meetings, Habibi 
pointed out that unity of views was reached to increase 
aid extended to the Azerbaijani citizens who have been 
displaced as a result of the Armenian attacks. 


Stressing that the use of political will was recommended 
in order to achieve security in the borders between 
Turkey and Iran, Habibi pointed out that Iran, as one of 
the countries that suffered the most from terrorism, is 
the country which can understand best the worries of the 


Turkish people. 


Pointing out that Iran is trying to prevent the use of its 
territory for actions directed against Turkey, Habibi 
added that he hopes that, in turn, Turkish territory will 
not be used for actions which are against Iran. 


Recalling that the joint security committee recently 
established by Turkey and Iran ate meeting from time to 
time, Habibi added that more active cooperation will be 
taking place regarding border security. Habibi further 
indicated that at an earlier joint security meeting an 
agreement was reached whereupon it was decided that 
each country would invite an observer from the other in 
case of an operation in the border region. This decision 
will be implemented, Habibi added. 


In answer to a question, Habibi said that he canceled the 
Istanbul leg of his visit because of the council of minis- 
ters meeting that will take place in Tehran adding that 
there is no other motive for his cancellation. 


President's Press Statement Released 


TA2112200693 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1800 GMT 21 Dec 93 


{[Announcer-read report over video] 


[Text] The Press Center of the President's Office issued 
a statement regarding the meeting between President 
Suleyman Demirel and the Iranian First Vice President 
Hasan Habibi. 


According to the information issued by the President's 
Press Center, an accord was reached between the two 
countries on the significant developments achieved 
regarding cooperation in the struggle against terrorism 
and on satisfactory levels attained regarding economic 
cooperation. 


At these mecting» | here an agreement was reached on 
continuing consu'vations on political and economic 
issues between the two countries, it was stressed that 
work within the framework of the Economic Coopera- 
tion Organization should be developed. 


In the meeting between Demirel and Habibi, an assess- 
ment was made on the measures taken directed toward 
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developing road and railway connections between 
Turkey and Iran. Views were exchanged during the 
meeting on the purchase of natural gas from Iran, it was 
reported. 


Meanwhile, it was noted that Habibi extended Iranian 
President ‘Ali Akbar Hashemi-Rafsanjani's invitation to 
Demirel who accepted it. 


PKK Official Denies Ocalan Detained in Syria 


NC2112174893 Istanbul OZGUR GUNDEM in Turkish 
17 Dec 93 pp 1, 11 


[Text] Reports of PKK {Kurdish Workers Party] general 
secretary Abdullah Ocalan as having been placed under 
custody by Syria have been denied. The reports, which 
appeared in a number of newspapers yesterday, were 
denied by Ocalan’s spokesman, Kani Yilmaz. 


Foreign Minister Hikmet Cetin sa“ “We have no 
information on the detention of Apo” |alias for Abdullah 
Ocalan}. 


And Prime Minister Tansu Ciller said: “It is not proper 
to act based on rumors.” 


Ocalan’s spokesman, Kani Yilmaz, who issued a state- 
ment in connection with some press reporis that the 
PKK general secretary Abdullah Ocalan has been 
detained by the Syrian intelligence organization, said: 
“This report is totally baseless and fabricated. The report 
is a product of the psychological warfare being waged by 
the Turkish state against the PKK and the Kurdish 


people. 


“It is shameful for the state to use the press for such a 
fabricated report, and it is doubly shameful for the press 
to allow itself to be used in this manner. The Turkish 
press has already published similar shameful propa- 
ganda and false reports.” 


Announcing that he had contacted Ocalan, Kani Yilmaz 
said: “We are in constant contact with our general 
secretary. We contacted him again after we read this 
fabricated concocted report. He is quite healthy and is 
laughing about this false report. Besides, our general 
secretary is in Kurdistan.” 


Certain sources in Lebanon close to the PKK also 
indicated that the report is baseless and pointed out that 
it was published in the press on the eve of the Lebanese 
prime minister's visit to Turkey. 


Foreign Minister Hikmet Cetin also could not confirm 
Abdullah Ocalan’s detention in Damascus. Commenting 
to reporters before his meeting in Ankara with visiting 
Italian Foreign Minister Beniamino Andreatta, Cetin 
said: “We have no information that Apo has been 
detained.” Hikmet Cetin said he does not know where 
the paper [YENI GUNAYDIN] got its report. Cetin 
said: “I spoke with our ambassador in Damascus. There 
is no information on this issue at all. The ambassador 
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spoke with relevant officials in Syria. The Syrian officials 
also have no information to this effect.” 


PKK Threatens Action Unless Ocalan Released 


NC2112193593 Istanbul YENI GUNAYDIN in Turkish 
20 Dec 93 p 13 


[Excerpts] The separatist Kurdish Workers Party [PKK] 
has decided to threaten Syria to force it to allow PKK 
leader Abdullah Ocalan, who has been placed under 
custody in accordance with President al-Asad's orders, 
to leave that country. The PKK has warned Syria that it 
will carry out armed activities in that country and attack 
the Syrian diplomatic missions abroad. [passage 
omitted] 


A Serious Blow 


The PKK has been forced to transfer its bases in al-Biga’ 
vailey to northern Iraq, and its most important centers in 
Europe have been closed. All this has been a serious blow 
to the PKK. Meanwhile, the detention of Abdullah 
Ocalan has significantly worried the separatist militants. 
Consequently, the PKK has made harsh threats against 
Syria in an effort to secure Ocalan’s release. However, 
Syria has not yielded until now. President al-Asad and 
President Clinton will meet in Switzerland in the near 
future. Ocalan’s fate will probably be determined during 
their talks. 

Meanwhile, Turkey has continued its cross-border oper- 
ations in northern Iraq. All the terrorist hideouts close to 
Turkey's border have been destroyed. Ocalan’s detention 
in Syria and Turkey's cross-border operations have sig- 
nificantly demoralized the PKK terrorists. A wave of 
confusion exists in that organization at the present time. 


“Enemy of Kurds” 


Masud Barzani, leader of the Democratic Party of 
Kurdistan, has reacted against the PKK. He said that he 
regards that organization as an enemy of Kurds. Barzani 
asserted: “The PKK has transferred its bases from al- 
Biqa’ valley to northern Iraq. However, we do not want 
to agree to PKK’'s presence in northern Iraq.” 


Meanwhile, Minister of National Defense Mehmet 
Golhan has said that Turkey is aware that Patriotic 
Union of Kurdistan leader Jalal Talabani's supporters 
have transferred the aid Turkey sends to the peshmergas 
in northern Iraq to the PKK militants. Golhan at ° 
that Turkey has acted to place controls on the aid it; - < 
to the peshmergas. 


PKK Militants Are Hungry 


Turkey's move to place controls on the aid it gives to the 
Kurds in northern Iraq and intensify its winter opera- 
tions have placed the PKK militants in a difficult 
situation. In fact, they are currently facing hunger. In a 
staiement in YENI GUNAYDIN's report on the arrest 
of Abdullah Ocalan, Minister of Internal Affairs Nahit 
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Mentese said: “Syria has not confirmed the report about 
Ocalan’s arrest. However, he is in Syria.” 


Mentese also said that YENI GUNAYDIN's report was 
assessed at one of his meetings on internal security. 


Ciller’s Reply on Ocalan Detention Viewed 
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[From the “Political Diary” column by Sebahattin Onk- 
ibar: “A Talk With Ciller About Apo, Dalan, and 
Kesici™] 

[Excerpt] We were present at the dinner given by Prime 
Minister Tansu Ciller in honor of her Lebanese counter- 
part, Rafiq al-Harin, at the prime minister's residence 
the previous night. 


Before the start of the dinner, we asked Ciller about the 
fate of Apo [alias for PKK leader Abdullah Ocalan} who 
has allegedly been detained by Syrian officials. 


As required in statesmanship, the prime minister spoke 
with caution: “This is what I have to say on this issue: 
The pincers are actually closing with each passing day. 
Events are ebbing and flowing. In certain regions, the 
problem is on the verge of being solved. And in other 
places, the pincers are closing with each passing day. 
With regard to this problem, we will soon reach a stage 
that no one could have imagined. This is not a wish. This 
is where developments are taking us. This problem will 
have a new shape by summer. I say this with conviction. 
At this stage, | cannot say anything more about this 
subject.” 

Yes, it would appear as though Ciller is trying to hold 
back some information concerning the leader of the 
separatist organization, Abdullah Ocalan. 


Is it possible that Ocalan is being detained by the Syrian 
officials and our neighbors are keeping him only to make 
him a present to Ciller during the March elections? Is 
this the reason why Ciller is keeping silent on this 
subject? 


Such a thing would be fantastic. If Apo is handed back to 
Turkey, it would be easy for Ciller to recreate the 
atmosphere once created by Ecevit, the conqueror of 
Cyprus, and Ozal, the conqueror of Gulf. This would 
enable Ciller to wipe ANAP [Motherland Party] out of 
existence and take charge of the future of Turkey. 


We conveyed our speculation to the prime minister who 
replied: “No comment.” We also asked for the views of 
the Finance Minister Ismet Atilla, who is the star of the 
DYP-SHP [True Path Party-Social Democratic Populist 
Party] cabinet. While rejecting our speculation, Atilla 
said: “Everyone must take Ciller very seriously. You'll 
sec. Some important developments will take place, and 
the esteemed Ciller will go down into history for a 
number of things she will accomplish.” 








44 TURKEY 


The minister also did not speak in explicit terms, and it 
was obvious that he was also holding something back. 
Could it be that they are waiting for the Clinton-al-Asad 
summit? Could it be that the U.S. President has made a 
promise to Ciller in this regard? 

Although all these questions remain unanswered for the 
time being, such possibilities have be raised and dis- 
cussed. [passage omitted] 


Mentese, Golhan Meet Bosnian Interior Minister 
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[Announcer-read report over video] 


[Text] Bosnia-Herzegovina Interior Minister Bakir 
Alispahic has conducted meetings in Ankara. The guest 
minister first visited Interior Minister Nahit Mentese. 


At the meeting, the Bosnian interior minister stated that 
they receive favorably Turkey's position rding ter- 
rorism and the success it has achieved in the fight against 
terrorism. Alispahic pointed out thai both countries can 
make use of each other's experiences on this issuc. 


Mentese said that Turkey was closely watching the 
struggle of the Bosnia-Herzegovina people adding that 
they were extending material and moral aid. Explaining 
that an inhuman situation, though different from the one 
in Bosnia- ina, was taking place in Turkey, 
Mentese added: We will both certainly eradicate ter- 
rorism. 


The guest minister later visited National Defense Min- 
ister Mehmet Golhan. Stating that he wishes that the 
inhuman situation in the middie of Europe be solved 
peacefully, Golhan added that for this reason he contin- 
ually spoke about the Bosnia-Herzegovina horror at the 
United Nations and other platforms. Explaining that the 
United Nations was unsuccessful in its efforts to imple- 
ment its resolutions, Golhan stated that this situation 
encouraged Armenia and as a result it has occupied 25 
percent of Azerbaijan territory. 


Ciller Addresses Party Group on Foreign Policy 
7A2112160293 Ankara ANATOLIA in Turkish 1430 
GMT 21 Dec 93 


ext] Ankara (AA)— Tansu Ciller, True Path Party 

and prime minister, has said that Turkey has 

taken sign t steps towards securing its borders, 

preventing its neighbors from supporting terror, and 

enlisting world cooperation on joint action against 
terror. 


Ciller noted that the two recent UN resolutions adopted 
as a result of Turkey's initiatives indicate that Turkey's 
Struggle against terror and its just cause regarding the 
Cyprus issue have been accepted by the United Nations. 
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Cypriot-Greek side is the one that is blocking a solution. 


Ciller pointed out that this cesolution—which confirms 
that Turkey, which had, for years, been regarded as the 
wrong party in the Cyprus issue, has been righi all 
along—is viewed as extremely judicious. She added that 
a second resolution adopted by the UN General 
Assembly yesterday demonstrates that Turkey is justi- 
fied in its struggle against terror. 


Ciller noted that until now the world public opinion and 
the United Nations had been adopting the erroneous 
stand that human rights violations are always committed 
by states. She stressed that Turkey has contended and 
made the world accept thai terror is a form of human 
right violation, adding that both UN resolutions consti- 
tute significant results attained in the field of foreign 
relations. 


The issue of Poised Hammer 


Ciller recalled that the decision on the deployment of 
Poised Hammer, whose mandate expires on 31 
December, in Turkey was initially made in July 1991 
before the general elections. Pointing out that the goal of 
these forces, whose mandate has been extended five 
times so far, was to prevent a possible mass migration 
into Turkey in the aftermath of the Gulf war, Ciller 
noted that the decision on the issue will be made by the 
lofty Assembly after the deliberations of the National 
Security Counci! and the cabinet. 


Ciller stated that the Poised Hammer issue will be 
brought to the Assembly prior to 31 December. 


Ciller said that Turkey, which has turned its attention to 
the eastern borders, took significant initiatives at the 
talks held during the recent visits of the Pakistani and 
Lebanese prime ministers and the current visit of Iranian 
Vice President Hasan Habibi. 


Pointing out that decisions have been reached with 
Pakistan, Lebanon and Iran on a joint struggle against 
terror, Ciller added that Turkey will cooperate with these 
countries in the economic field as well. She noted that 
Turkey was asked to supply clectricity to Lebanon, 
adding that this electricity will be delivered via Syria and 
that work has already begun on an agreement among 
Turkey, Lebanon and Syria on the issue. 


Ciller said: Our goal is to increase economic cooperation 
and solidarity in the Middle East. Ciller further noted 
that the time has come for Turkey's neighbors to show 
that they are Turkey's friends. Pointing out that they 
have reached a decision with Habibi on taking joint 
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action against terror, Ciller concluded by saying that this 
joint action might be taken in Turkey and Iranian 
territories. 


Russia’ * T 
s Zhirinovskiy’s Approach on Turkey 
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[Report by Cenk Baslamis: “Zhirinovskiy Calls For 
Talks With Demirel”) 


[Text] Moscow—In an exclusive statement to MIL- 
LIYET, fascist leader Viadimir Zhirinovskiy, who has 
achieved significant success in the elections in Russia, 
has called for a meeting with President Suleyman 
Demirel. 


Zhirinovskiy made a statement to MILLIYET in 
Turkish after the first election results were made public 
in Moscow. He said: “Mr. Demirel will be the first 
foreign leader | will meet.” Regarding the reports that 
certain circles have described him as a person who is 
hostile to the Turks, Zhirinovskiy said that they are 
“untrue.” He uttered the word in Turkish. 


Zhirinovskiy marked his victory in his party's headquar- 
ters. He bewildered the other journalists by speaking to 
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MILLIYET in Turkish. He stressed that Turkey and 
Russia have many opportunities to cooperate and added 
that the two countries have to do so. He said that “no 
obstacle exists against the cooperation of the two coun- 
tries.” 


Praising the True Path Party and President Demirel, 
Zhirinovskiy said that he wished to visit Turkey first 
after he takes up his post as Russia's prime minister. 


We met Zhirinovskiy two years ago. He said at the time 
that he regarded the Motherland Party and former 
President Turgut Ozal as an example and posed for us 
next to a Motherland Party poster. However, speaking to 
Russia's journalists, Zhirinovskiy said: “An internal war 
will break out in Turkey aad Iraq will be our neighbor in 
the south.” As if forgetting the opinion he expressed in 
the past, Zhirinovskiy said that he admired the Turks 
because they were “civ.ized.” 


Stressing that relations between Turkey and Russia must 
be developed in every field, Zhirinovskiy said that he 
wished to see Turkish businessmen, students, andtour- 
ists more often in Russia. Zhirinovskiy's attention was 
drawn to the reports that he is hostile to the Turks. He 
said: “No, that is wrong. No one must misunderstand 
me. That is wrong. I am not your enemy. | will visit 
Turkey to personally stress that point.” 
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